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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR
FOOD, PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION & CONSUMER AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
EXECUTIVE ORDER
The 30th December, 2025

eFile No. 624481/59.-

Subject: Procedure for issue of Retail license under Assam Public Distribution of
Articles (APDA) Order, 1982 (as amended).

1. New Retail license under Assam Public Distribution of Articles(APDA) Order, 1982 shall be
issued for functioning as Fair Price Shop dealer only against surrender/
expiry/cancellation of Functional Fair Price Shop having-PoS Device and existing in the
SMART-PDS portal with more than 50 No. of ration cards.

2. Against any vacancy arising out of conditions stated in point-1. applications shall be
received for issuance of retail PDS license from bonafied permanent resident of the
respective area in duly filled up Proforma A as available in Assam Public Distribution
Articles(APDA) Order, 1982.

3. The applicant must be having minimum educational qualification of Class X Passed.

The applicant’s age must be between 18 to 45 years.

5. The applicant should not be salaried employee under any Govt./Semi-Govt./Private
Sector organization.

6. The applicant must possess minimum financial condition required to run the business of
a Fair Price Shop.

7. The applicant must own/hire suitable storage facility for safe keeping of notified
articles.

8. The proposed Fair Price Shop premises must be located in a land having KP patta.

9. The applicant must submit his/her self-declared annual income certificate.
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16.

The duly filled up application form should be submitted along with necessary

documents (viz. Age Proof , Address Proof, Aadhaar number, PAN, Voter card,

Income Certificate, bank details, documents for educational certificate). The application

form should be submitted in the O/o, the District Commissioner/Sub-Divisional

Officer/Co-District Commissioner/Licensing Authority.

The application may also be submitted through Sewa Setw/SMART PDS Platform.
After submission of application form to the Licensing Authority, the Licensing
Authority shall endorse it to the Branch Officer of Food, Public Distribution &
Consumer Affairs (FPD&CA) for detail enquiry report. The Branch Officer will
conduct the enquiry through the concerned Area Officer of FPD&CA. The Area
Officer will examine the following points for submission his/her enquiry report:

(a) The nos. of Ration Card (AAY/PHH) to be covered with detailed list.
(b) The financial status of the Applicant.

(c) Location of the proposed Fair Price Shop premises.

(d) Storage condition.

(e) Applicant’s educational qualification.

(f) Applicant’s age.

(g) Applicant’s professional status.

(h) Land holding status.

After due enquiry by the concerned Areca Officer, FPD&CA, report shall be
submitted to the concerned Branch Officer of FPD&CA/District Commissioner/Sub-
Divisional Officer/Co District Commissioner/ Licensing Authority.
On receipt of satisfactory report from the Area Officer regarding fulfillment of the
above mentioned conditions by the applicant, the application shall be processed for
issuance of license to the applicant otherwise of which the application will be
summarily rejected and the applicant will be informed accordingly.
Prior to issue of the Retail license, the applicant shall be informed about submitting the
license fee in the form of treasury challan or through online platforms. The license fee
is to be paid within 15 (fifteen) days from the date of receipt of the information
regarding the acceptance of his/her application.
(a) In case of more than 1 (one) applicant against a vacancy for issuance of PDS Retail
license, priority should be given in the following order subject to fulfillment of all
the eligibility conditions mentioned above :

(1) Person with Disability (PwD)

(i) Widow

(iii) Women

(iv) Self Help Group (SHG)

(v) Economically weaker among the applicants.

(b) In case of license issued under Clause 16 (A), the licensing Authority shall issue
the license with a Speaking Order.
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17. In case of issuance of PDS Retail license against death of an existing Fair Price Shop
dealer, preference shall be given to the Next of Kin of the deceased dealer. A NOC
(No Objection Certificate) shall be obtained from the deceased Fair Price Shop
Dealer’s family if the license is issued to any other applicant.

18. The entire process of issuance of new license against surrender/ expiry/cancellation of
existing Fair Price Shop, following due procedure must be initiated and completed in
the SMART PDS portal in the relevant module to ensure digitization of the new
licensee details in the database simultaneously.

The Order will come into force with immediate effect.

ANASUA DUTTA BARUA,
Secretary to the Government of Assam,
Food, Public Distribution and Consumer Affairs Department.
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