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MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CULTURE
(Departmentof Culture) |
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 5th February, 2003

G.S.R. 95(E).—In his Independence Day Speech on August 15th, 2002, the Prime Minister of India announced
that “The Ministry of Culture will launch a National Mission for Manuscripts to preserve and unlock the precioqs
treasurc house of scicntific, intellectual, literary and spiritual knowledge in different Indian languages, contained in

" different kinds of material. Among other things, the Mission will setupa National Manuscripts Libraryand promote ready-
access to these manuscripts through publication in book form as well as in machine readable form.”

2. As a follow up to the above it is notified for general information that the
Government of India in the Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Department of Culture have
launched National Mission for Manuscripts —

i) to document and catalogue Indian manuscripts, wherever they may be, maintain
' " accurate and up-to-date information about them and the conditions under which
they may be consulted,

ii) to prombte ready access to thesé manuscripts through publications, both in book
form as well as machine readable form. :

iii)  to facilitate conservation and preservation of manuscripts through training,
awareness and financial support. '

iv)  to boost scholarship and research in the study of Indian languages and
manuscriptology. ' :

V) to build up a National Manuscripts Library at IGNCA.

3. During the tenth Five Year Plan period the Mission will initiate action on
cataloguing, conservation, preservation and improved access to the users. Specific
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activities would include need based funding for strengthening of existing institutions in
terms of buildings, conservation and -storage facilitics, equipment requirements,

cataloguing and publications, training, survey of private holding and their preservation’

needs; completion: of Catalogus Catalogorum Project; setting up of a National
Manuscripts Library at IGNCA with a focus on manuscripts on medicine, astronomy
mathematics and fundamental sciences; and development of standards and norms for
national database of Institutions, Cataloguing, Preservation, and Storage of manuscripts.
Besides this the Mission will also earmark funds for purchase of manuscripts.

4.  The Mission Director to be located in Dethi. The Indira Gandhi National Centre

for Arts (IGNCA) will be the national nodal authority for executing the Mission and

shall be responsible for oversecing all works under the overall supervision of the
Department of Culture.. ~ -

5. To implement the Mission, 2 National Empowered Committee and an Executive
Committee will be set up. _
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