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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 23rd December, 2_004

No. 3/6/2004-Public.—The

Government of India anmounce, with

most profound sorrow, the death of Shri
P V. Narasimha Rao, Former Prime
Minister of India at 1410 hours on 23rd
December, 2004 at New Delhi.

DHIRENDRA SINGH, Secy.
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NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 23rd December, 2004

OBITUARY

Ne. 3/6/2004-Public.—Shri P V. Narasimha Rao,
former Prime Minister, passed away on Thursday, the
231d December, 2004 at 1410 hours.

In the death of Shri P V. Narasimha Rao, the
country has lost a popular leader, senior statesman and
veteran freedom fighter who hecaded the Governmment
with dedication, courage of conviction and missionary
zeal. He held an important place in the country’s politrcal
scene for over 5 decades.

Shri P: V. Narasimha Rao was bornto Smt. & Shrni
P Ranga Racon Junc 28, 1921 in Karim Nagar in Andhra
Pradesh. He was cducated at Hyderabad, Pune and
Nagpur where he took his B.Sc. and LL.B. degrees. His
political baptism began in 1938 during a protest against
the Nizam Government’s ban on singing of Vande
Mataram in his college. Shri Rao joined the bar but later
gave up his legal practice and actively participated in
the Quit India Movement. He was elected to the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 1957 from Mantham
constituency which he represented for the next 20 years.
He held several ministerial posts in the State beforc
becoming the Chief Minister in 1971. He was elected to
the Lok Sabha in 1977. Subsequently he became
Minister for External Affairs, Home, Defence and Human
Resource Dcevelopment. After Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassination in May, 1991, Shei Rao became the Prime
Minister. He was President of the Indian National
Congress from 1991 to 1996.

Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao will be remembered for
his dedicated service to the Nation and for the leadership
and gnidance he provided as the Prime Minister in the
economic reforms and liberalization. Throughout his
long public life, he constanily strove for the betterment
of the common man.

ShriP V. Narasimha Rao-was a staicsman, scholar
and linguist. A man of many interests, Shri Rao leaves
his imprint in various arcas of our national life. His
sensitivity and love for music and the arts, marked him
as an exceptional human being. Possessed of an 1deal
political temperament, Shri Rao’s wisdom and
detachment impressed one and all. He had special
interest in Indian philosophy and culture, writing fiction
and political commentary, lcarning languages, writing
poetry in Telugn and Hindi, and keeping abreast of
literature in gencral. He lectured at various Universitics
inthe USA and Germany. He was a sophisticated, suave:
scholarly and visionary leader.

For his undaunted spirit, patriotism, vision and
steadfast devotion to the country, Shri PV, Narasimha
Rao will remain an inspiring memory to the nation.

DHIRENDRA SINGH, Secy.
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