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MINISTRY OF.LAWAND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
ORDER
New Delhi, the 8th February, 2008

5.0, 284(E).— Whereas, under the provisions of
article 82 and article 170 (3) of the Constitution, as amended
by the Constitution (Eighty-fourth Amendment) Act, 2001,
Parliament has enacted the Delimitation Act, 2002 and a
Delimitation Commission has been set up to readjust the
division of each State and Union Territory into territorial
constituencies for the purpose of elections to the House
of the People and to the State Legislative Assemblies on
the basis of census figures as ascertained at the census
taken in the year 2001 [as envisaged under the Constitution
(Eighty-seventh) Amendment Act, 2003];

And whereas, the Delimitation Commission has, so
far completed the delimitation exercise in 25 States/Union
Territories;

And whereas, the delimitation work in respect of
Arunachal Pradesh was suspended first in pursuance of
the stay orders of the Guwahati High Court in a series of
PILs, cases [Shri Rikam Tarehake Vs. UOI (PIL 54/07),
Shri Takam Sorang Vs, UOI (PIL 55/07), Shri Dekban Ese
{PIL 78/07) and Shri Chang Xom Hondik (PIL 98/07)]
questioning the delimitation based on population figure of
2001 census;

And whereas, resumption of delimitation process by
the Delimitation Commission consequent to the Hon’ble
Supreme Court’s stay on the orders of the Guwahati High
Court js likely to arouse the sentiments of the hilly and
fribal people living in the State of Arunachal Pradesh due
to their apprehension that new delimitation in many electoral
constituericies may result in break-up of affiliation between
public and its representatives, and that change of
boundaries thereof, may cause alienation of different
ethnic and racial groups of tribes;

And whereas, the State of Arunachal Pradesh is a
very sensitive border State having 26 major tribes and more
than 100 sub-tribes, each having their own distinct
traditional areas and boundaries on the basis of which the
existing district and Assembly constituency boundaries
were largely demarcated, thereby making a fresh
delimitation, invelving transfer of Assembly seats from
one tribal district to another a complicated and sensitive
exercise;

And whereas, as per the existing Assembly
constituencies, each and every major tribe/sub-tribe is
equitably represented in the Assembly;

And whereas, the issues in regard to delimitation of
constituencies in Arunachal Pradesh are serious and very
sensitive in nature and could have a serious impact even
on the law and order situation in this sensitive border State:

And whereas, the Central Government in exercise of
the powers conferred by Section 3 of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 (28 of 1958) has, in view ofthe
security situation, declared a 20 kms. wide belt in the State
of Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya bordering Assam
as “disturbed area” vide SO 1878 (E) dated 4th November,
2007;

And whereas, the districts of Tirap and Changlang
in the State of Arunachal Pradesh have also been declared
as “disturbed areas™ vide 5.Q. 1685 (E) dated 30th
September, 2007;

And whereas, the State Government of Arunachal
Pradesh has conveyed to the Central Government strong
objections lodged by the legislators, parliamentarians,
political parties, Panchayats and public leaders on the
proposed delimitation of Assembly and Parliamentary
Constituencies, and have requested the Government to
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address the sensitiveness of the issue and the
apprehension that any delimitation exercise without
addressing the concerns of the public leaders and the
indigenous tribal communities, is likely to result in major
law and order problems in different districts and which can
in tarn seriously threaten the public order in the State of
Arunachal Pradesh;

And wheseas, if the delimitation process on the basis
of 2001 census is carried out, many of the existing
Assembly constituencies will stand deleted while in some
of the constituencies additicnal seats will have to be
provided which would result in a imbalanced representation
of various ethnic tribes in the State Assembly and the un-
represented areas and this could cause serious threat to
peace and public order;

And whereas, the State Government of Arunachal
Pradesh has requested for the maintenance of status quo

in the interest of peaceful coexistence of tribal communities
of the State as divisive forces may exploif the volatile
situation, ifthe proposed delimitation is carried out without
addressing people’s grievances on the issue; '

Now, therefore, keepingin view the serious problem
in the State of Arunachal Pradesh and to obviate the above
problems, the President, in exercise of the powers conferred
by sub-section (1) of Section 10A of the Delimitation Act,
2002 (33 of 2002), and on being satisfied that a situation
has arisen where unity and integrity of India is likely to be
threatened and there is a serious threat to the peace and
public order, hereby defer the delimitation exercise in the
State of Arunachal Pradesh with immediate effect and until
further orders.
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