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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
ORDER
New Delhi, the 8th February, 2008

S.0. 286(E).—Whereas, under the provisions of
article 82 and article 170 (3) of the Constitution, as amended
by the Constitution (Eighty-fourth Amendment) Act, 2001,
Parliament enacted the Delimitation Act, 2002 and a
Delimitation Commission has been set up to readjust the

‘division of each State and Union Territory into territorial

constituencies for the purpose of elections to the House
of the People and to the State Legislative Assemblies on
the basis of census figures as ascertained at the census
taken in the year 2001 {as envisaged under the Constitution
(Eighty-seventh) Amendment Act, 2003];

And whereas, the Delimitation Commission has, so
far completed the delimitation exercise in 25 States/Union
territories; . :

And whereas, the delimitation work in respect of
Manipur was suspended first in pursuance of the orders of
the Guwahati High Court after hearing the Writ Petition
(PIL) No.16 filed by Manipur Pradesh Congress Committee
and Qther Political Parties vs. Union of India and Others
challenging the population figures of 2001 census;

And whereas there is a contrary Writ Petition filed
by Naga Peoples’ Organisation, Senapati and Other vs. .
Union of India and Others [W.P. (C) No. 3226 0o£2006] for
restoration of provisional results of census declared in
March, 2001 which were not acceptable to the State
Government and other political parties;

And whereas, the resumption of delimitation work
by the Delimitation Commission, consequent to the Hon’ble
Supreme Court’s stay on the orders of the Guwahati High
Court is likely to arouse the sentiments of the different
groups of people living in the State of Manipur due to their
apprehension that new delimitation in many electoral con-
stituencies may result in break-up of the delicate social
equilibrium which may cause alienation among different
ethnic groups;

And whereas, considering the abnormally high
growth rates of population in some of the sub-divisions,
the Chief Minister of Manipur State had written to the
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concerned authorities and the Delimitation Commission in

September, 2003 for a fresh census where growth rates are

abnormal and hot to take up the delimitation exercise in
Manipur $ill this was done;

And whereas, in view of the sensitivity of the issue
and potentiality of causing widespread disruption of law

-and order, the Cabinet in Manipur had resolved that the .

status quo inregard to Assembly constituencies in Manipur
be maintained;

And whereas, the submission of the State Govern-
ment of Manipur is that the ongoing delimitation of As-

sembly constituencies has implications for that State, as it

would involve the transfer of some Assembly segments
from the valley fo the hill areas, when in fact the actual

population distribution is contested, and that such trans-
fer of Assembly segments from the valley to the hilis will
arouse the sentiments of the people residing in the valley
districts which can have serious unpact onthe publlc order
m the State of Manipur,

And whereas, in the scenario of Ongomg contra- ;

dictory claims by way of litigations in the Guwahati High
Court and the Supreme Court by different groups il Manipur
challenging the cancetlation of the census results in
Senapati district on the one hand, and other groups asking
for re-census in more than three sub-divisions in which
there will be shifting of seats from.the valley to the hill
areas on the other, the situation is fraught with the serious
danger of ethnic clashes, leading to law and order prob-
lems through out the State, and thus disturbing the public
order; \

And whereas, the State Gwemh:em’ of Manipur
_has conveyed to the Ceniral Government the strong objec-
tions by the legislators, parliamentarians, all political par-
ties, Panchayats, public leaders and communities on the
proposed delimitation of Assembly and Parliamentary Con-
stituencies based on 2001 census;

And whereas, various valley based NGOs in co-
-ordination with the political parties in Manipur have been
sponsoring agitation in various forms with mass campaign
against the ongoing delimitation exercise, while some NGOs

in the hill districts have sponsored bandh in the hills

demanding delimitation of the constituencies of the As-

sembly and Parliament based on the 2001 census, which

can lead to violent conflicts among the communities living
in the valley and the hills, thereby seriously undermining
the law and order situation and threatening the peaceful
coexistence among the communities; : o

And whereas, various Meitei " Extremist
Organisations of Manipur along with all their factions,
wings and front organisations [vide SO 1922(E) dated 13th
November, 2007] who have been declared as “unlawful
associations” under Section 3(1) read with proviso to.Sec-
tion 3 (3) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967

- (33.0f1967), for a further period of two yedrs for indulging

in various illegal and violent activities, inter alia, intended

" “to disrupt the sovereignty and territorial integrity of India,

may get an opportunity to exploit the sentiments of the
local peoplé to indulge in large scale v:olence, in further-
ance of their agenda;

And whereas, the State Government in exercise of .
the powers conferred by Section 3 of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 (28 of 1958), has, in view of the -
law and order situation, declared the entire State of Manipur,

- excluding the areas of Imphal municipal area, as disturbed

areas; o

And whereas, the State Government of Manipur
has requested for the maintenance of status quo in the
tnterest of peaceful co-existence of tribal and other com- -

munities of the State and its territorial integrity and the
maintenance of peace and pubhc order;

Now, therefore, ’keepmg in view the serious prob-
lem in the State of Manipur and to obviate the above prob-
léms, the President, in exercise of the powers conferred by
sub-section (1) of Section 10A of the Delimitation Act,
2002 (33 of 2002), and on being satisfied that a situation
has ariset where unity and integrity of India is likely to be
threatened and there is a serious threat to the peace and
public order, hereby defer the delimitation exercise in the

- State of Manipur with immediate effect and until further

orders.
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