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PRESIDENT’S SECRETARIAT
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 24th January, 2009
No.2-Pres/2009/4/CA(I)}.—The President is
pleased to approve the award of the “Ashoka Chakra” to
the undermentioned persons for the acts of most
conspicuous gallantry :— ‘

1. IC-45618 COLONEL JOJAN THOMAS, JAT
REGIMENT/45 RASHTRIYA RIFLES
(POSTHUMOUS) ,

(Effective date of the award : 22 August, 2008)

On 22 August, 2008, at about 0330 hours, Colonel
Jojan Thomas, Commanding Officer of 45 Rashtriya Rifles
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Battalion deployed in Jammu and Kashmir established
contact with a group of terrorists, He immediately rushed
to the area with available troops in pursuit of the terrorists
in the thick forests,

Soon a fierce firefight ensued between the terrorists
and the pursuit partics. Leading from the front, Colonel
Thomas eliminated two terrorists from close quarters. In
the process he sustained severe gun shot wounds. Inspite
of this, he refused to be evacuated and in a daring act,
rolled down the cliffto surprise a terrorist who had taken a
concealed position and was attacking with effective fire. In
a fierce hand-to-hand fight he eliminated the third dreaded
terrorist. However, he later succumbed to his injuries.

Colonel Jojan Thomas displayed exemplary
leadership and exceptional gallantry in eliminating three
hardcore terrorists and made the supreme sacrifice for the
nhation.

2. SHRIMOHAN CHAND SHARMA, INSPECTOR,
DELHIPOLICE (POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award : 19th September, 2008)

On 19 September, 2008, Shri Mohan Chand Sharma,
Inspector, Delhi Police received specific information that a
suspected person wanted in connection with the serial
bomb blasts in Delhi was hiding in a flat of Batla House
area in Jamia Nagar, Delhi. Shri Sharma decided to check
the inmates himself, He led a seven member team quickly
and reached the identified flat where the suspect was
hiding. He knocked at the front doer but no body opened,
He entered the flat from the other door. The terrorists opened
unprovoked fire on him. Shri Sharma received the first burst
of fire from a handgun, Undaunted he returned the fire. In
the ensuing exchange of fire, two terrorists were killed and
one caught while two managed to flee the scene. Shri
Sharma, however, succumbed to his in_jur_ies later,

Shri Mohan Chand Sharma showed exemplary
courage, devotion to duty and professional skills in fighting
the terrorists and made the supreme sacrifice for the nation.
3. 13621503 HAVILDAR BAHADUR SINGH BOHRA,

10TH BATTALION THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT
(SPECIAL FORCES) (POSTHUMOUS)
(Effective date of the award : 25th September, 2008)

Havildar Bahadur Singh Bohra was the squad

Commander of an assault team tasked for a search operation -

in General Area Lawanz of Jammu and Kashmir at an altitude
of about 14000 feet.

On 25 September, 2008, at 1815 hours he observed a
group of terrorists and moved quickly to intercept them. In
the process, Havildar Bahadur Singh Bohra came under
heavy hostile fire. Undaunted he charged at the terrorists
and killed one of them. However, in the intense fire fight,
he suffered gun shot wounds on his left shoulder. Refusing
evacuation and unmindful of his injuries, he continued
with the assault and killed the second terrorist at extremely
close range while a third terrorist was eliminated afier a
fierce hand to hand combat before succumbing to his
injuries. '

Havildar Bahadur Singh Bohra, thus, displayed most
conspicuous bravery and made the supreme sacrifice for
the nation in fighting the terrorists.

4. SHREHEMANT KAMLAKAR KARKARE, JOINT
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, MAHARASHTRA,
(POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award : 26th November, 2008)

On 26 November 2008 at 2140 hours, Shri Hemant
Kamlakar Karkare, Joint Commissioner of Police and Chief
of the Anti-terrorist Squad, received information about a
terrorist attack at Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus Railway
Station, Mumbai. The terrorists were firing indiscriminately
and throwing grenades at people. Considering the gravity
of the attacks, Shri Karkare meticulously planned and
dispatched different teams to different places and himself
headed towards Dadabhai Nauroji Road, near Chhatrapati
Shivaji Terminus Railway Station. The terrorists had by
then moved towards Cama Hospital Building via Badruddin
Tayyabji Marg where they killed three persons. The team
was attacked by the terror duo from the terrace of the
Hospital. Shri Karkare retaliated the fire. Following a silence,
firing shots were heard from Mahapalika Marg. Shri Karkare
deployed an outer cordon at the rear gate of the Cama
Hospital for securing the area. Then he moved in a police
jeep to Mahapalika Marg along with his team to handle the
situation. The terrorists had meanwhile moved to Rang
Bhawan lane. On noticing the approaching police jeep,
they hid behind a tree in the darkness and ambushed the
Jeep. Despite fatal injuries he and his team returned the fire
and injured one of the terrorist who was caught later.

Shri Hemant Kamlakar Karkare displayed courage
and leadership of the highest order and set an example by
leading from the front against grave odds and made the
supreme sacrifice for the nation.

5. SHRI ASHOK MARUTRAO KAMTE, ADDLL,
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, MAHARASHTRA
(POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award : 26th November, 2008)

On 26th November, 2008, ten heavily armed terrorists
launched simultaneous attacks on various iconic places in
Mumbai. Shri Ashok Marutrao Kamte, Addl. Commissioner
of Police, rushed to the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
Railway Station. The terrorists were firing indiscriminately
and throwing grenades at people.

On receipt of the message of terrorists having entered
the Cama Hospital, Shri Kamte alongwith other Police
officers and their staff reached the rear of the Cama Hospital.
When they reached the site, the terrorist-duo rained bullets
from the terrace of the Hospital towards the police party.
Shri Kamte returned the fire. Following a silence, firing
shots were heard from Mahapalika Marg. An outer cordon
at the rear gate of the Cama Hospital for securing the area
was deployed. Shri Kamte moved in a police jeep to
Mahapalika Marg along with other members to handle the
situation. The terrorists had meanwhile moved to Rang
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Bhawan lane. On noticing the approaching police jeep,
they hid themselves behind a tree in the darkness and
ambushed the police jeep. Despite fatal injuries he and his
team returned the fire and injured one of the terrorists who
was caught later. Shri Kamte was injured fatally and
succumbed to his injuries.

Shri Ashok Marutrao Kamte displayed courage and
leadership of the highest order and set an example by leading
from the front while fighting the terrorists and made the
supreme sacrifice for the nation.

6. SHRIVLIAY SHAHADEV SALASKAR, INSPECTOR,
ANTIEXTORTION CELL OF CRIME BRANCH,
MAHARASHTRA (POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award ; 26th November, 2008)

On 26th November, 2008, ten heavily armed terrorists
launched simultaneous attacks on various iconic places in
Mumbai. Shri Vijay Shahadev Salaskar, Inspector, was

posted at Anti Extortion Cell of Crime Branch, Mumbai. On -

receiving information of terrorist attack, he swung into
action and rushed to the spot. The terrorists after creating
mayhem at Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus Railway Station
had moved to Cama Hospital.

When they were working on the strategy, the
terrorist-duo rained bullets from the terrace of the Hospital
towards the police party. Shri Salaskar returned the fire,
Following a silence, firing shots were heard from
Mahapalika Marg. An outer cordon at the rear gate of the
Cama Hospital for securing the area was deployed. He along
with others moved in a police jeep to Mahapalika Marg.
The terrorists had meanwhile moved to Rang Bhawan lane.
On noticing the approaching police jeep, they hid
themselves behind a tree in the darkness and ambushed
the police jeep. Despite fatal injuries he and his tearn returned
the fire and injured one of the terrorist who was caught
later, Shri Salaskar was injured fatally and succumbed to
his injuries.

Shri Vijay Shahadev Salaskar showed raw grit and
unparaileled courage against grave odds and made the
supreme sacrifice for the nation,

7. SHRITUKARAM GOPAL OMBALE, ASSTT. SUB-
INSPECTOR OF POLICE, MAHARASHTRA
(POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award : 26th November, 2008)

On 26 November, 2008, Shri Tukaram Gopal Ombale,
Asstt. Sub-Inspector of Police was on night duty at D.B.
Marg Police Station when the terrorist attack in Mumbai
took place.

On receipt of information of attack, he organized
Nakebandi at Girgaum Chowpaty at about 2200 hours.
Around midnight a wireless message was flashed that two
terrorists were moving from Vidhan Bhawan Gate towards
Marine Drive in a car. Shri Ombale noticed the car
approaching towards him. The car stopped 50 feet from the
barricade with its headlights on high beam. The terrorist
on the driver seat started spraying water on the wind screen
of the car blocking the vision of the police party and tried
to U-turn but ended in dashing the road divider. At this
juncture, both the terrorists pretended to surrender but

one of them opened abrupt firing. The police returned fire
and injured them, Shri Ombale rushed to the left gate of the

car and pounced on him and fried to snatch the rifle by
holding the barrel of AK 47. In the process he got seriously
injured and succumbed to his injury.

Shri Tukaram Gopal Ombale showed raw grit and
unparalleled courage in making the supreme sacrifice while
fighting the terrorists. _

8. IC-58660 MAJOR SANDEEP UNNIKRISHNAN,
BIHAR REGIMENT/ 51 SPECIAL ACTION GROUP
(POSTHUMOUS) .

(Effective date of the award ; 27th November, 2008)

'On 26th November, 2008 when the terrorist attack in

Mumbai took place, Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan along

with his team led the operation to flush out terrorists from

Hotel Taj Mahal, Mumbai in which he rescued 14 hostages,

from sixth and fifth floor and escorted them to the ground

- floor.

While moving through the central staircase his team
came under intense fire from first floor, in which one of his
team members got grievously injured. Showing utter disregard
to personal safety, Maj Sandeep pinned down the terrorists
with accurate fire and rescued the injured commando to safety.
In the ensuing fire fight, he got injured on his right arm. Seeing
the terrorists trying to escape from the room under cover of
darkness, the officer despite his injuries immediately rushed
towards the entrance, brought down effective fire, thus
blocking the escape routes and injuring onhe of them. In this
exchange of fire, he was again hit by volley of bullets and
subsequently succumbed to his injuries. This spontaneous
action of the officer forced the terrorists to {ake refuge in
Wasabi Restaurant, thus giving the initial impetus to remaining
Task Force to successfully eliminate terrorists at Wasabi
Restayrant,

Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan displayed most
conspicuous bravery besides camaraderie and leadership of
the highest order and made the supreme sacrifice for the nation.
9. 4073611 HAVILDAR GAJENDER SINGH,

PARACHUTE REGIMENT/ 51 SPECIALACTION
GROUP (POSTHUMOUS)

(Effective date of the award : 27th November, 2008)
. On 27/28 November 2008, Havildar Gajender Singh
was leading his Squad for hostage rescue at Nariman
House, Mumbai. After clearing top floor from the terrorists,
he reached fourth floor of the building, where the terrorists
had taken position. As he closed in the terrorists, they
hurled a grenade injuring him. Undeterred, he kept firing
and closing in with the terrorists displaying utmost valour.
Unmindful of his injury, Haildar Gajender Singh with utmost
disregard to personal safety, crawled up to the door and
charged inside firing, thus exposing himself to fire. In the
act, he injured one of the terrorist and forced them to retreat
inside the room, thus fixing their position. Displaying
indomitable spirit, he kept on firing at the terrorists in spite
of being wounded till be succumbed to his injuries, This
gallant act of the Commando provided the crucial
breakthrough to his team for early neutralization of
terrorists.

Havildar Gajender Singh displayed conspicuous
courage against grave odds and made the supreme sacrifice -
for the nation in combating the terrorists.

BARUN MITRA, Jt. Secy. to the President
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