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New Delhi, the 27th January, 2009

No. 3/1/2009-Public—The Government of
India announces with profound sorrow, the death of
Shri R. Venkataraman, former President of India at -
14.3C hours on January 27, 2009 at Army Research
and Referral Hospital, New Delhi.
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NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 27th January, 2009

OBITUARY

No. 3/1/2009-Public.— Shri R. Venkataraman,
former President of India, passed away at Army
Research and Referral Hospital, New Delhi at 14.30 hours
on January 27, 2009. A veteran and elderly statesman,
Shri Venkataraman was a distinguished leader, who
held many eminent positions in public life.

2 Bormn on December 4, 1910, in village Rajamadam,
District Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, Shri R. Venkataraman
served as the President of India from July 25, 1987 to
July 25, 1992.

3. Shri Venkataraman obtamed Master’s Degree
in Economics from Madras University. He later obtained
degree in Law from Law College, Madras.
Shri Venkataraman enrolled in the High Court, Madras
in 1935 and in the Supreme Court of Indiain 1951. While
practicing Law, Shri Venkataraman was drawn into the
freedom of India movement. His active participation in
the *Quit India Movement 1942” resulted in his detention
for two years under the British Government. During 1947
to 1950, Shri Venkataraman served as Secretary of the
Madras Provincial Bar Federation.

4. Shri Venkataraman was elected in 1950, to free
India’s Provisional Parliament {1950-1952) and to the
First Parliament (1952-1957). During his term of
legislative activity, Shri Venkataraman attended the 1952
Session of the Metal Trades Committee of International
Labour Organisation as a workers’ delegate. Hewasa
member of the Indian Parliamentary Delegation to the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference in New
Zealand.

5. Although re-elected to Parliament in 1957,
Shri Venkataraman resigned his seat in Lok Sabha to
join the State Government as a Minister. He held the
portfolios of Industries, Labour, Cooperation, Power,
Transport and Commercial Taxes in the Government of
Tamil Nadu. During this time, he was also Leader of the
State Legislative Council.

6. Shri Venkataraman was appointed Member of
the Union Planning Commission in 1967 and was
entrusted the subjects of Industry, Labour, Power,
Transport, Communications, Railways. He held that
officeuntil 1971, In 1977, Shri Venkataraman was elected
to the Lok Sabha from Madras (South) Constituency
and served as Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee. In 1980, Shri Venkataraman was re-elected
to the Lok Sabha and was appointed Union Minister of
Finance. He was later appointed Union Minister of
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Defence. Shri Venkataraman was elected Vice-President
of India and served in this position from August 31,
1984 till he assumed the office of the President of India
inJuly, 1 987.

7. Shri Venkataraman had been a member of
various Indian delegations to the United Nations
General Assembly in 1933, 1955, 1956, 1958, 1959, 1960
and 1961; 42nd Session 'of the International Labour
Conference at Geneva {1958); and the Inter Parliamentary
Conference in Vienna (1978). He was also Member,
United Nations Administrative Tribunal from 1955 to

1979 and was its President from 1968 t0 1979,

8 Shri Venkataraman had also been associated
with several institutions in diverse capacities. He was
Chairman and President of the following institutions of
excellence:—

@ Jury for the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for
International Understanding;

(i) International Jury for the Indira Gandhi Pnze
for Peace, Disarmament and Development;

(i) Indian Council for Cultural Relations; and
{(iv) Indian Institute of Public Administration.

9. Shri Venkataraman received Doctorate of Law
(Honoris Causa) from University of Madras, the
Doctorate of Law (Henoris Causa) from Nagarjuna
University. He was Honorary Fellow, Madras Medical
College; Doctor of Social Sciences, University of
Roorkee; Doctor of Law (Honoris Causa) from
University of Burdwan.

" 10. He was awarded Tamra Patra for participation
in the Freedom Struggle, the Soviet Land Prize for his
travelogue on Shri Kamraj's visit to the Socialist
countries. The title of “Sat Seva Ratna” has been
conferred on him by His Holiness the Sankaracharya of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.

11. In the death of Shri Venkataraman, the Nation
has lost an elder Statesman, Parliamentarian and a person
of great moral caliber, known alike for his deep love for
the country and abiding affection for his people.
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