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TR qREaR fafame dreor
SRR
T e, 7 oa), 2016
TEIAR (TR 3R Daat Haw) sia-waor ((Sfea TSHea dad celifawr yonfern)
(Bo1 W) fafem, 2016
(2016 @1 1)

BTH. 3-106 /2015~ 9IGSHITH.—FAR 3R a1 Uenifa] (REIR W), 9RT TGRS ARG & 39 & T ufed

TR RoaR fafame oiteRer R, 1997 (1997 &1 24) @1 GRT 11 &1 SU-GIRT (1) & T (@) & S—@e (ii),

(iii), (iv) & I UfSd ORT 36 §RT US< AT FT TINT R Y, Wl,...

@ IF AT BT GRT 2 F ST-GRT (1) & @S (@) B WD qA IRT 1 I SU-6IRT (1) & T () & i
% ISR I Y AT $T TN B Y AR DI T o, q2

@  9Rd B o, ERY, 9T 11, T 3 St-wvs (i) # Al 09 SFaR), 2004 BT AR Ho 39 [THOAO 44
(8) o 45(3)] @ TEA UHIRIT g ...

[avaN

IR SREAR fafame midexe, R (R R $9d ¥a) dawded (Rfiea Tgdead a9d Colfdu
yonferar) fafem, 2012 (2012 @1 <ai) § FORE HRA @ fov ffoRad fafrm a2, s -

1. (1) 37 fafgd &1 TEIR (TR AR Gdat Wa) Aaware (SRiee Tgead daa Cofdur Jomfera) (e
W) fafram, 2016 (2016 T 1) BT SITGT |

()  ¥E &A@ 01 ofild, 2016 | @R BT |

2. TEIR (TR IR F9d AN qHANH (f$ficd UgHad dad colfder yomterr) fafem, 2012 (2012 &1
=) (P 39a gearq o fafem @t sem) & fafem 5 4,..

82 GI/2016 (1)
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(@) v fafrm (6) & uvar e wdidRor SidRenfid fam s —
"TIERY : RS B oT0 3T Y-l & AR 3 Acc! N¥CH TR & |1 IR Sid-Haer e
AT AR BN T AT SA Y-l b GRS W I AN BT e JAEERY o Heel RiweH JifuveR
ERT YGRS P (] FeA(Hh= Yoo BT YA Tal bR 8 |”
@) U fafm (16) & M W 7 Su-fafrm frenfia foar smomm —
“(16) URI® WaT YR, AIS[ET SIAHAGH IR BN FHING § gd 7T AT-HAGTT IR BT
T b TR aferaT Aee! RRTH SfTReR, Ol i AIFeT &, Algjal Ao dRR &1 Gale & [l & &9 9
¥ W16 o7 qd wed) RiveA Sifvex d1erdT Wag WM dadl Sifavey, Siar A AHell &1, & 791 xR S @ forg
Aifew <
qord gz N fo5 afe Far yRTer AR SAHAN TR B I § gd 77 iaHIeT R oA # fnd B 2
T AIET JTHINT IR BT TG W TR Jd] o] RIRSH SfReR, ST M AW 2, Sollfder oal &
Rpiell BT Foc! RICH SRS 3T AT Bael SATRex, ST AT AWl &1, B Sueel T&l HRarg |
qad g8 A & 7! Red SifRer Aiv[ET Sfawdo avR &) 9 § UE fad q@ SuEdmeil a1 = gia
O
(@) HI[ET JiTHANH R B i o ffdy, qo
@) 7 QAN R HRA H SRIhd Yed W, Sad [fd W Selifaor aeal & Rieal @ dg fvar s

QIR T, afe
[faITa—111 /4 / 31¥1. / 312]

feapft 1 - 7o fafl a1 feAie 30 e, 2012 BT ORI WA 3—24 /2012—AVSHIGH, & ol AR & I,
R, A 1M1 @ve 4, § R fBar T ok derwar fodie 14 78, 2012 & A de
324 /2012—dIUeHIUE, faid 20 FTwR, 2013 @I ARG G 3—24 /2012—dIGeHITH, f&Ald 10
TR, 2014 B ARG F@T 3-24 /2012—dCeHITH, A6 18 JaTs, 2014 I SIfgET FeE@nm
6-33 /2014—dIUSHT IR fA1d 14 RIGR, 2015 @ HRRGET WA 629 /2015-A0SHTH & Ted

e o T |
feaqft 2 - ARG FU, TAAR (TIRY AR Bdd Fam) Aqwae (e Tgddaa dda cellfaor gomfert)
(o1 \erF) fafRr, 2016 (2016 @7 1) & SR TG BRON BT W Gl & |

e feauf
T
1, IR qREaR o sfeeRer (S g6e eard g Ber STe) Bf JRRT R el Cellfdar wamsit o1
faffrafid v &1 STRelcd 9¥ 2004 H T WHR GRT AU T 7| I§ WHI W, WgauT 7 ARG AR
faframe gidrexor Sf8fEm, 1997 RT 9 Yad WRaeR! o fAamadN, SHi il &1 WA $7d gV, 59
&3 I A &R & ol ofie Ugd 1 €| WG, JERY & & gAaRed e & oy $Ha-w W
fafrem, oges amew, fder T ey SR RaT W@ R |
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2.

Cfdur Wedd B JaTed HI—HT TR A-AIIET dedl cenfao dedd (fafam) aifeiferm, 1095 (@ae Sdl
) gRT IR BT 2 | IRT AR 7 ofled Tgdad $ad Teffdor yonferdt (Sows) & wrtaas 8
A IR AR B oY Bl S i du Iwe ded 9 Y IHT H e fhar | Wgfau | e & 9
2 W ST e, dar @ o A, weed arwl do SwHiddl Ridrd AR fafren a1 e
TR g, ST 2] 9es famaaR 7 sifd e

foTid 30 o, 2012 I TEAR (TARV IR Gaal HaW) fqwAN (ollcd TgHad dadl Cellfdurd yonfera)
faferm, 2012 (2012 @7 dT) TARS MR TATHSN AT THUHRNT MR Teriial & 1 Sfd<aIe & Ud dF &1 SUse

FRAT 2| 39 TF B AHR W HdT YTl §RT STHIGRI 1 Celfder oal & el &1 JA-HaR0 Sudel $er
W qd U forlRed HRR o= STuferd 2|

YR RER faf e mitidRor sifeifrm, 1007, TRERET @1 W@l Yerasl @& d@ fby MU SidHANH BRI B
RFTER &1 TEREE G 5 AORRIT PRAT 8 | $6P AUl H HIOBRYN 7 SfAHAT FRI BT IR (TR
AR Baet Har) fafrm, 2004 SRR fHaT S o ATl & T WAl YTl Bl Cellfder Al & Ridl &
TARARY 2] SfAHANH TRl & afe @R BT O 1 g SRR v 7

U—ITA(el) T TARST qAT Acc! RIREH SATRCRT (THTHA) §RT ST BRI U SfAHIT & &R S Ard HRd g,
Ty & € # A’ © b oe WMl § GRSl gRI UHUEN AUl UHUEST §RT WA Bael 3T
(Torfien) @1 forlRed # T SfTHANH TR @& 7 8W | M Cellfdord oal & R Sydel WY of 32 2| I8
Al Ry AT SR Al H, SRR ST AT @ ggl, WAl YTl @ did $RR W BER $d A fdo
foar a1 g QIR 9 wwIfa & [l § o Colifde Reaell &1 qAdaRe ORI W §¢ &8, Ry ammaa: [
I Bl € 3R F-BIR FUFS Hal € FR < WK1 &, S STAIGII BT GG DI S IET el $I Torel HI
TMIfdd @RAl © | UAR®I doT THUES §RT SRR &1 T3 A= el & ded # A R | AioE
faframaert STddl @1 Y5 o1 @ forg §B fewfdrt o €

gafo, fifRm 7 98 W &% 3 [OR Aaeaaal qeqd @ T8 (& a1 YRl & 4 99 Jq-HAH 3R B
T oo Riverell &1 gy T8 891 91y QT HiS[El A IRR @ IR & 99 e 4 7Y
YR TR BRIER by ST |

TegaR, 4 fedure! & fewfirl den uf—fewfir ora &7 & forg faaie 03 FawR, 2015 $T AT REAR
(TR 3R B JaM) fdHAeH (fSoficd UgHdd daa ceffdu yonfery) (Bo1 Juwe) fafem, 2015 SR
fovam o | deowaErd, Wigfaw # ura fewtrat qen gfa-fewfrt @1 g @ JewRe W audre f wa | gHe
e, fadid 11 fedmR, 2015 @1 Ud Gl 79 w@l (UEE]) AR $ TS| WO 5 ATEE H 7B
fedeRe! & SFRIT W forlad genma o & fory i 16 fawmaR, 2015 T% IR Af¥e Ty foam | fEqur®! & Wi
et W foaR &R giieReT 7 e B it w5y faar 2

fecure! @ fewfrl @1 fageyo

8.

ARHI RS WA HEA W FeHd § | §B TaRDI 1 a9 &1 8 & <enfaer Reed @ §8 fby o
o1 Reiftr # faf—6 & d8d FHER U3 4 SRGRIG AIfcH & JHRM &) FHIeT &l 97 | 396! aRv I8 off fé
U A & YR H T dadl Td BN o TR RT S9 W BH & &AM A1 I & | S g e
& U Tifeat BT 32T Al W Bhid genex ¥ U fhar o7 wear &, O W fod fafde 99d / R
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10.

1.

12.

(®)

(@)

T Y ITIGIRI ERT 98k & W &I fadr W 2| 39e Uk, ofvae! § Ud gHewel W g faan fh
ITh Al W W BhId W STl $I e il vy & 39 Refd H W Aar 98 {6y 9 @1 Afes
A ARG UL Sl TIRS 3R THUAAN & d1a &1 U Jel &l | ST Ig 7 o7 b U Bhic | Iqurairali
BT TSI el S BT Mg Uil wU | I BT | WIS F fRqeRe! & gl &l A far § qe
I9PT I8 faaR 2 6 39 ¢ W, fRwex (9 Sl & Aead | Yo a1 Fmud by S @ yonell & e |
el & 9 e WU 9 faR—{owl f6U S @ smawed 7| 9, afas § 99 oavadar qeqd @ df
THY Y W THAGH HIR DI FHT oA §U 39 el W =R fbam g |
U feduRe 7 Gema o1 16 Ud WRIaRv Bl MW =1 3 qo U—de DI IR S FHE S Sl
U AFell Pl el AT WY A8 HIRD §RT §990 forq @ Al Pob yoiRa TET fbar Sy | 59 Widel H T ool
form T fo faftem # O-—29@ @ & T R, S Celifier Rt @ argwT 2 qunfl, o9 felr weafre
IR T AN T B S § @A geT BT 7 e TRl J e 8 39 uRew W faER fhar @ ) 9w
WGRT G AT o T BT Ieed ARV Ukl # RauRe 31 g en g aife su-Rfem 6) @
Iyl BT FEl el H TS S T |
P ETERS] 7 IR A HAT YRR B IS @ B AR QM AN §Y ARAd H dIEd AR B B forg
e oA 3 FuE—Am ¥ FaeING GHwg T SgfauT BN @ Wae H o iy Fdd o1 | W H 60
ol 9 qd ‘77 @ @7 vl Bl e I} g fimel R fhar T 8, o 9 60 Al @ @ foedd o
AT IR FR Fohd © | qUMY, 3d UARE TAT TACHSN UH FRI 0 T UETe & Jferdl WUl ¥ B
FER TR T4 SR FRR F ¢ |
B fagR®! | IR—SIUTY &3 & WY &1 3T ©ICHAI oiF SICIgd & fory faf gl § FHM Suee o= &1 Jed
fm 21 39 W # 9z Seoiw a1 W § 5 @ue w9 W UHRE 91 TAEs @ 419 39 &E # i
TRR BT AT # faerg oran, et fesiicd USed dad oTell AN @ TS & | qunfl, wiowr # g & o el
ITIHAT Heqd 81 A1 T WY 4 AqHAH fAFRm 3 T e a7 g RaRS! & i R &R f&ar 9|
SUYH & HeoR, qAM FRH § JEa: 1 @1 e fear T g -

AR e W qor fifm-5 & Iu-fafam (6) @ W @ 9WeH @ fou I we fhar 9r ® fe

U & JARD] S I U-Aal, [ oy 7ol Riwed affRex gRT oMUl a_R & Sf=iid, YIRS I

ol eafhw  Yob B YIAM T8l A 8, $ [THIRY 8g Hoel NRCH WX & A T forfad

ATHAGH R BT A1 ARl | I8 gERed e & YR W Colfded dFal @ v e

HTHAGT IR R FWER B, 2 TGRS GRT A0SR0 & F961 4 Uedb A< 4 [ sl &

TEd U—cellfao o & w9 ¥ S far 81 oiR foRad Sidwaiom ¥R R EWER &1 & 915 & oal

BT AT [T SY =18 U—o el & TORS §RT GAUHaNl $l el JIRT &1 e el feban Sy |

fafrm—5 @ Su-fafm (16) @7 wonfera fovar © e -

(1)  URS HaT YGTT AIG[ET AT-HA HIR B G § qd ¢ folRed siqHaiom PR R SRR 9 |

() a1 el B ARG HeHl &g AU H WEAld 91 @ (U TE 999 o 8 U—od & UAR®

§RT TAUHaTT 3R TATHST GRT Yol &1 AIo[el iAo d/R &1 FHI1 A $9 4 BH 918 o Jd
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U AfeH o BT U Afeq F ATRA T@ JARA B SR W E Y T BIR DR A Al B W
T U8 Pl WA §€ B B forg e ¥gE () B w9 H Al DRl e |
(3) I WaT YR HIGET SATHIGT BRR B FHING W U=E o U4 T PR H1 H G T8l el § df
THUH], JF AR § AT THAGH PRR W FWER T e 1 Refy § Il & e # s
AINET JATHIT TR D1 T @1 fd T SAfar ol & Riveiel @ §8 2 @ fafdr & Jeer)
| TN ITAIET AU T B Wl § AGRIUS o o H e g |
13, 3t STIET 06 @ wU | YAy Ugar ol Wal Sl & 9 9 w0 9 @R SR @A g
R B ol I8 MM B AR & B ANET iAaHdeE IRl @ dHig @ Ay | 15 T @@ Ay foRea
SHTHAG PRR W SRR B (o0 GG | Sl [ o Hier sfawde eRR & g @ [y 9 15 &
T4 T JFTHITT PR W EIER A R BIg Ib Tel & | Ig AR BI R & fb T FTHITT PR W, ITI
PIB! Tgel & BRIER $R [elU SIYH T qqbet & VT $Is A | ST, 81 Al e dRR G
A 9 15 37 qd AaT YTl & 9/ HRR W FRIER T (Y S Tl |
14, I8 RN I RN T 6 39 GORA S TR 8 a1 UG, WG W AR PRR TAR IR FRIER B Al dg, o
 FRETAsT & $9 W FH (A1 o T T STHIGIRI BT AT H AR T b |
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TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi the 7th January, 2016

THE TELECOMMUNICATION (BROADCASTING AND CABLE SERVICES)
INTERCONNECTION (DIGITAL ADDRESSABLE CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS) (SIXTH
AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2016

(No. 1 of 2016)

No. 3-106/2015-B&CS.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 36, read with sub-clauses (ii), (iii),
(iv) and (v) of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 11, of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act,
1997 (24 of 1997), read with notification of the Government of India, in the Ministry of Communication and
Information Technology (Department of Telecommunication) No.39,-----

(a) issued, in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Central Government by proviso to clause (k) of sub-
section (1) of section 2 and clause (d) of sub-section (1) of section 11 of the said Act, and

(b) published under notification No. 39 (S.0O. 44 (E) and 45 (E)) dated the 9th January, 2004 in the Gazette of
India, Extraordinary, Part II- Section 3- Sub-section (ii), ----

the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hereby makes the following regulations to further amend the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection (Digital Addressable Cable Television
Systems) Regulations, 2012 (9 of 2012), namely:-
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1. (1) These regulations may be called the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services)
Interconnection (Digital Addressable Cable Television Systems)(Sixth Amendment) Regulations, 2016
(1 of 2016).
(2) They shall come into force from the 1* day of April 2016.

2. In regulation 5 of the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection (Digital
Addressable Cable Television Systems) Regulations, 2012 (9 of 2012), (hereinafter referred to as the
principal regulations),---

(a) after sub-regulation (6), the following explanation shall be inserted,----
Explanation: It shall be mandatory for the broadcaster to enter into written interconnection agreement
with the multi system operator for retransmission of its pay channels including those pay channels for

which no subscription fee is to be paid by the multi system operator to the broadcaster.

(b) for sub-regulation (16), the following sub-regulation shall be substituted, namely:----

“ (16) Every service provider shall enter into a new interconnection agreement before the expiry of the

existing interconnection agreement:

Provided that the broadcaster or the multi system operator, as the case may be, shall, at least sixty
days prior to the date of expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, give notice to the multi

system operator or the linked local cable operator, as the case may be, to enter into new agreement:

Provided further that in case, the service providers fail to enter into new interconnection agreement
before the expiry of the existing interconnection agreement, the broadcaster or the multi system
operator, as the case may be, shall not make available the signals of TV channels to the multi system
operator or the local cable operator, as the case may be, on expiry of the existing interconnection

agreement:

Provided also that the multi system operator shall, fifteen days prior to the date of expiry of its
existing interconnection agreement, inform the consumer.—
(a) the date of expiry of its existing interconnection agreement; and
(b) disconnection of signals of TV channels from the said date in the event of its failure to
enter into new interconnection agreement.”

SUDHIR GUPTA, Secretary
[ADVT.II/4/Exty./312]

Note.1—The principal regulations were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part III, Section 4,
vide its notification No. 3- 24/2012- B&CS dated the 30th April 2012 and subsequently amended vide
notifications No. 3- 24/2012- B&CS dated the 14th May 2012, No. 3-24/2012-B&CS dated the 20th
September 2013, No. 3-24/2012- B&CS dated the 10th February, 2014 and No. 6-33/2014-B&CS dated the
18th July, 2014 and 6-29/2015-B&CS dated: 14" September 2015.

Note.2—The Explanatory Memorandum explains the objects and reasons of the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection (Digital Addressable Cable Television Systems) (Sixth
Amendment) Regulations, 2016 (1 of 2016).
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Explanatory Memorandum

Background

1.

The responsibility of regulating broadcasting and cable TV services was entrusted to the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (hereinafter referred to as the TRAI) in 2004 by the central
government. Since then, TRAI has taken a number of initiatives for regulating the sector in exercise
of both its recommendatory and regulatory powers vested with it by the TRAI Act, 1997. TRAI has
been issuing Regulations, Tariff Orders, Directions and Orders from time to time for orderly growth
of broadcasting sector.

The operation of cable TV networks is governed by the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act
1995, as amended from time to time (CTV Act). The Government of India made an amendment, to
the CTV Act and Rules made there under, to pave a way for implementation of Digital Addressable
Cable TV Systems (DAS). TRAI has notified a comprehensive regulatory framework for DAS
encompassing inter-alia interconnection regulations, QoS regulations, tariff orders and consumer
complaint redressal regulations.

The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection (Digital Addressable
Cable Television Systems) Regulations, 2012 ( 9 of 2012) dated 30" April, 2012 provides a
framework for interconnection between Broadcasters & MSOs and MSOs & LCOs. Based on this
framework, the service providers are required to enter into a written agreement before providing
signals of TV channels for re-transmission to consumers.

The TRAI Act, 1997, mandates the Authority to maintain the register of interconnect agreements
between service providers. In pursuance of the same, the Authority had notified “The Register of
Interconnect Agreements (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Regulation 2004” which inter-alia,
mandates annual filing of details of interconnection agreements by service providers for
retransmission of signals of TV channels.

While examining the details of interconnections submitted by the Broadcasters of pay channel(s) and
Multi System Operators (MSOs), it has come to the notice of the Authority that in many cases the
signals of TV channels are being provided by the broadcasters to MSOs and MSOs to Local Cable
Operators (LCOs) even in the absence of valid interconnection agreement in writing. It has also been
observed that in several cases, agreements between service providers are delayed on the pretext of
continued mutual negotiations, but, they continue the retransmission of TV signals beyond the date of
expiry which often results into disputes and sometimes sudden disconnection that affects quality of
service to consumers. In the context of various petitions filed by broadcasters and MSOs, the Hon’ble
TDSAT has also made certain observations for strengthening the existing regulatory provisions.

Therefore, strong need is felt to make it clear in the regulations that re-transmission of TV signals
should not take place between service providers without a valid written interconnection agreement
and new agreement is entered between them well before the expiry of the existing interconnection
agreement.

Accordingly, Draft Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection (Digital
Addressable Cable Television Systems)(Sixth Amendment) Regulations, 2015 was released on 3rd
November, 2015 seeking comments and counter comments from all stakeholders. Subsequently, the
comments and counter comments received in TRAI were uploaded on TRAI website. Further, an
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Open House Discussion (OHD) was held on 11" December, 2015. In the OHD, on request of few
stakeholders, Authority granted further time for providing written inputs till 16" December, 2015.
After considering all inputs of stakeholders, the Authority has finalized the amendment.

Analysis of stakeholders’ comments:

8.

10.

11.

12.

Most of the stakeholders have agreed to the proposed amendment. Some broadcasters have suggested
that publication of notices in newspaper mandated under the regulation 6 in case of disconnection of
TV signal, may be reviewed. Their contention was that the publications of such notices not only
involves expenditure but are less noticed by the general public. They have suggested that purpose of
such notices can also be achieved by running scroll on the channels which consumers consciously
notice while viewing a particular channel/program. On the contrary, in the OHD, one of the MSOs
pointed out that such scrolls on number of channels will give inconvenience to consumer, especially
when the notice of disconnection is an issue between two business entities i.e broadcaster and MSO.
They contended that viewing experience of customer will be impacted by such scrolls. The Authority
has noted the suggestions of the stakeholders and felt that this issue need detail deliberation among
stakeholders particularly the enforcement and verification mechanism of informing through such
scrolls. However, this requirement may be taken up while reviewing interconnection regulations as a
whole, in future, when such need arise.

One stakeholder suggested that instead of incorporating an explanation, the definition of pay channel
may be reviewed so as to consider pay channels as a channel even if a nil subscription fee is charged
by the Broadcaster. In this regard it is mentioned that the definition of pay channel given in the
regulation is in line with the Cable TV rules. Moreover, the words ‘to be paid’ already cover the
scenario when nil subscription amount is paid. As such the purpose of incorporating the explanation is
to inform the stakeholders in simple words so that the provision of the sub-regulation (6) is
understood in its true spirit.

Few stakeholders expressed their concern stating that timeline of sixty days for starting of negotiation
will bring practical difficulties and inconvenience at the ground level in view of large number of
service providers across the country. This concern has been addressed by adding the word “at least”
before 60 days in the amendment thereby they can start negotiations any time prior to 60 days.
Moreover, several broadcasters and MSOs do their mutual agreements for all its operating areas or
pan-India basis simultaneously.

Few stakeholders have suggested that similar provision may be made in the regulations for Non-DAS
areas and also in other platforms such as DTH. In this context it is mentioned that the delay in renewal
of interconnection agreements is predominantly observed between broadcasters and MSOs in areas
where Digital Addressable Cable System has been implemented. However, stakeholders request may
be taken up while reviewing interconnection regulations as a whole, in future, when such need arise.

In view of the above, the present amendment has incorporated mainly the following:

a. For more clarity and to understand the spirit of the sub-regulation (6) of regulation- 5 it is
explained that it shall be mandatory for the broadcaster of pay channel to enter into written
interconnection agreement with the multi system operator for retransmission of its pay
channels including those pay channels for which no subscription fee is to be paid by the multi
system operator to the broadcaster as per their mutual agreement. It will ensure that the
broadcaster signs an interconnection agreement for TV channels, declared as pay TV channels
by the broadcaster to the Authority under the requirement specified in the relevant tariff order,
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13.

14.

are distributed by the broadcaster to the MSOs only after signing of written interconnection
agreement even if nil amount is paid by the MSO to the broadcaster of pay channel.

b. The sub-regulation (16) of regulation 5 has been amended so that :

i. Every service provider should enter into new written interconnection agreement
before expiry of existing interconnection agreement;

ii. To have sufficient time to reach mutual agreement between service providers, for
Business to Business relations, the broadcaster of pay channel to MSO and MSO to
LCO to give notice at least sixty days prior to the expiry of existing interconnection
agreement. Such notice will initiate mutual discussion and also act as notice for
disconnection to the other party, in case of failure to enter into new agreement.

iii. In case service providers are not able to enter into new agreement fifteen days before
expiry of existing interconnection agreement, the MSO, in the interest of consumer,
shall inform the consumer the date of expiry of its existing interconnection agreement
and disconnection of signals of TV channels in the event of its failure to enter into
new interconnection agreement from the said date. This will enable the consumer to
take informed decision in respect of his/her choice.

In order to ensure interruption free services to the end consumer and continuity of business as usual
among the service providers, it is expected that new written interconnection agreement should be
signed in all cases before 15 days from the date of expiry of the existing interconnection agreements.
Though the regulation does not bar to sign new interconnection agreement in the last 15 days before
the date of expiry of existing interconnection agreement, it is expected that new agreements would be
signed much before that and it would be rarest where the agreements between service providers could
not be signed before 15 days of expiry of existing interconnection agreement.

It is expected that, with this amendment, the service providers will reach at mutual agreement in time
to minimize uncertainties in the value chain and inconvenience to consumer.
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