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MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
New Delhi-110011, the 9th September 2004
CORRIGENDUM

No, E. 11011/3/2003-Hindi -In continuation of
the-Minjstry of Textiles resolution of even number
dated 6-2-2004, the following 6 members of Parlia-
ment as nominated by the Committee of Parliament
on Official Language and Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs in place of Members of Parliament at Serial
No. 2,3,4,56, and 7 are incladed in the list of
members of the Hindi Advisory Committee of this
Ministry as Non official members ;:—

Members nominated by the Committee of Parliament

' on Official Languauge '

2. Shri Mohan Singh, M. P. (Lok Sabha)

3. Shri G. Venkatswamy M. P. (Lok Sabha)
Members nommated by the Mmlstry of

Parhmentary Affairs

Smt. Jayaben B. Thakkar, M. P. (Lok Sabha)

Shri Jivabhai Ambalal Patel, M. P. (Look Sabha)

Shri Harish Rawat, M. P. (Rajya Sabha)

Shri Ajay Maroo, M. P. (Rajya Sabha)

ASne

All other terms and conditions, functions and

tenure of the Committee shall remain unchanged.
ORDER

Ordered that 8 copy of this corrigendum be
communicated to all State Governments and Union
Territory Administrations, Prime Minister’s Office,
Cabinet Secretariat, Rajya Sabha Secretariat,
Planning Commission, President’s Secretanat
Comptroller and Auditor General of Ind:a
A.G.C, R. and all Ministries and Departments of
Government of India,

Ordered also that the corrigendum be published
in the Gazctte of India for genseral information.

ATUT, CHATHRVEDI

Jt. Secy.

MIN'ISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURC!‘.
DEVELOPMENT

{DBPARTMENT OF SECONDARY & HIGHBR
EDUCATION)

'New Delbi, the 31st August 2004
RESOLUTION

No. F.30-5/2001-U.3—~Whereas the Council of
Indian. Council of Historical Research was reconsti-
tuted on 18th February 2002 and 8 htstonans
were nominated by the Government of India. Due
to nomlnauon of Prof. D, N, Tl'lpathl as Chalrman
ICHR and res:gnat:on of Prof. K. V. Raman on
health grounds, two vacancies have arisen. G_ovetn—
ment of India hereby nominate the following
historians in lieu of Prof, D. N'. Tripathi and Prof.
K. V. Raman for the period upto 25-3.2005 :—

(i) Prof. K. N. Panikkar, Vice-Chanceller,
Sres Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit,
Emakulam.

(ii) Prof. Rajat Kant Ray,
Department of History, Presidency College
Ko lkata,

ORXDER

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be.
communicated to the Member-Secretary, Indlq
Council of Hxstoncal Research, 35, Ferozeshah

" Road, New Delht-llOOOI

Ordered siso tha,t the resolution be published : m
the Gzette of Tndta for General Infermat!on AR

Dr, D. K. PALIWAL,
Dy. Educational Adviser
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
New Delhi, the 4th September 2004‘:

No. BRB-[/2004/23/29—WHEREAS ‘on 27th
February 2002 at about 07.47 hours. the Sabarmati
Express Train No 9166 left the Godhra Railway
Platform and soon thereafter ¢coach S-6 was. seen on

fire; and

WHEREAS as many as 59 passengers of that
cpach, most of them without reservation, died and
24 sustained injuries, besides heavy loss to railway
property and disruption of through communication,
in that fire; and

WHERFEAS no investigation or Inquiry was
undertaken by the Commissioner of Railway Safety
under Section 114 of the Railways Act, 1989 or by
any other authority, including the Railway admini-
stration, to ascertain the ‘Cause of fire’ on the
assumption that it would be barred by section
119 thereof in view of the Government of Gujarat
having appointed 2 Commission under Commiss-
ions of Inquiry Act, 1952; and

WHEREAS the Government of India having
carefully examined the Notification issued by the
Government of Gujarat on 6th March 2002 under
sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Commissions
of Inquiry Act, 1952 as amended by Notification
dated 21ist May 2002 and again by Notification
dated 20th July, 2004 enlarging the terms of
reference and being satisfied that they do not bar
the investigation and inquiry proposed hereunder;
and

WHEREAS it is the responsibility of the
Government of India to protect railway property
and prevent damage to such property as also
prevent loss of life of railway passengers; and

WHEREAS there is a felt need not oaly to
investigate the cause of incident but also other
issues concerning railway safety likec over-crowding
and entry of unauthorized passengers in the said
train as also the role of the railway oficials, if any,
in the matter; and .

WHEREAS with a view to avoid occurrence of
such incidents in the future in the railways, as the
operation of the railways extend all over India and
the effect of such an incident cannot be restricted to

Godhra alone, it is necessary to explore various

remedial and preventive actions that meed to be
taken; and

WHEREAS with a view to minimize loss of life
and injury in railway accidents, including incidents

P

s LI

of fire, it is necessary to review preparedness for
resue and” relief operations 'in such’’sitations,
particularly in the light of heavy” loss "of life and
damage to railway property:in the Godhraincident;
and~ - R DRI '
WHEREAS the Government of India considers *
Railway safsty, rescue and relief as fssues of utmost
public importance that require various méasures to
be taken involving upgradation of 'tschholegy,
improvement of railway working procedures and
training of its employees. - R

NOW THEREFORE, the Government of India,
the Ministry of Railways, in exercise of the execu-
tive powers vested under Article 73 of the Consti-
tution of Indiz considers it of utmest publie
jmportance to ascertain the catise of fire and
generally matters connected therewith and incidental
thereto and in particular matters specified here-
under, hereby constitutes a High Level Committee
copsisting of Mr. Justice U. C. Banerjee, a retired
Judge of the Supreme Court of India, in terms of
the Cabinet Szcretariat’s letter No. 105/1/1 J75-CF
dated 20-11-1975;

(a) to ascertai the precise cause of fire in coach

5-6 of Sabarmati Express on 27th February
2002 and to recomneznd suitable measures
to prevent such incidents;

Bl

(b) to ascertain the events, developments and
circumstances that took place after the
train left Muzaffarpur on 25th Pebruary
2002 and before it reached Godhra and
beyond (including the States of Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh) and if those
causes individually or conjointly, contribu-
ted to the fire; '

(e} to ascertain why the said train, inclyding
S-¢ coach was overcrowded with passengers,
many of whom were without Teservation,
and if their behaviour in any manmner contri-
buted to the fire;

(d) to ascertain if there was any wrongful aet,
neglect or default on the part of officials and
workman of the railway administration and
its security staff but for wiich such large-
scale loss to life and propscty could have

been averted;

(¢) to ascertain any other probable internal
and external factors endjor aggravating
" eircomstances tWit may have led: to the
tragedy.
(f) to ascertain acts of commission and/or
" “omission responsible fos th: cause of fire
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- and.to. ﬁxresponmbmty ‘for the san same, indivi-

. __' :fuadly ar collectively; -

@

‘to'examing the adequacy of the fire :etar-

dant features of railway coaches and fire

-fighting measures with a view to ‘inducting

-.--asuperior technology and to suggest . safe-

. guards for preventxon of fire on trains and
- at railway stations. -

(h) to - éxamine the - preparedness and actual

response with respect to rescue and relief
operations in S-6 coach and recommend
measures for improving the quality of res-
ponse In such situations. -

The Railway authorities shall make available all
the relevant records and information as and when
required by the Committee.

The Committee shall follow its own procedure.

The High Level Committee shall be consisting
of Mr. Justice U. C. Banerjee, Judge (Retd),

Yoo

IXFTS Y

Hon'ble Supneme Court of “India who shall be
asgisted by the following experts : —

1. A Raeilway Expert (Electrical Eng:ne‘erin‘g)
2. A Railway Expert (Mzchan'cal Enameenns)
'3, An Expert in Fire Servwes .

A Senior Administrative Grade Officer of th*e
Indian Railway Traffic Service will function as
Secretary to the Committee.

The High Level Committee shall complete its
ﬁndmgs and submit its report within three months.

By order and in the name of the President of

India.
V. N. MATHUR, Secy.

ORDER
Ordered that the Notification be published in

" the Gazette of India for general information.

K. M. NARAYANAN
Jt. Secy.

¥
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