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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS)

New Delhi, the  November 2008

No. 11(28)/2004-Judl.—The Government of India has acceded to the Hague Convention on the Service
Abroad of Judicial or Extra-Judicial Documents in Civil of Commercial Matters, Signed at The Hague, onthe
15th day of November, 1965. The Convention has come into force in India with effect from the1st day of August,
2007 in accordance with Article 27 of the said Convention. The Text of the Convention is published for information
of general public.

S. K. DULLO
Additional Legal Adviser

CONVENTION ON THE SERVICE ABROAD OF JUDICIAL AND EXTRAJUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
IN CIVIL OR COMMERCIAL MATTERS

(Concluded 15 November 1965)
(Entered into force 10 February 1969)

The States Signatory to the present Convention,

Desiring to create appropriate means to ensure that judicial and extrajudicial documentsto be served abroad shall
be brought to the notice of the addressee in sufficient time,

Desiring to improve the organization of mutual judicial assistance for that purpose by simplifying and expediting the
procedure,

Have resolved to conclude a Convention to this effect and have agreed upon the following provisions :
Article 1

The present convention shall apply in ali cases, incivil or commercial matters, where there is occasion to
transmit a judicial or extrajudicial document for service abroad.

This Convention shall not apply where the address of the person 1o be served with the document is notknown.
CHAPTER [ JUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
Article2

Each Contracting State shall designate a Central Authority which will undertake to receive requests for
service coming from other Contracting States and to proceed in conformity with the provisions of Articles 3t0 0.

Each State shall organise the Central Authority in conformity with its own law.
Article 3

The authority or judicial officer competent under the law of the State in which the documents originate shall
forward to the Central Authority of the State addressed a request conforming to the model annexed to the present
Convention, without any requirement of legalisation or other equivalent formality.

The document to be served or a copy thereof shall be annexed to the request. The request and the document
shall both be furnished in duplicate.

Article 4

Ifthe Centra! Authority considers that the request does not comply with the provisions of the present Convention
it shall promptly inform the applicant and specify its objections to the request. '

Article 5

The Central Authority of the State addressed shall itsel {'serve the document or shall arrange to have it served
by an appropriate agency, either—

(a) by amethod prescribed by its internal law for the service of documents in domestic actions upon
persons who are within its territory, or
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b .by a part.icular method requested by the applicant, unless such a method is
incompatible with the law of the State addressed.

Subject to sub-paragraph (b) of the first paragraph of this Article, the document may
always be served by delivery to an addressee who accepts it voluntarily.

If the document is to be served under the first paragraph above, the Central Authority
may require the document to be written in, or translated into, the official language or one of the
official languages of the State addressed.

That part of the request, in the form attached to the present Convention, which contains
a summary of the document to be served, shall be served with the document.

Article 6

The Central Authority of the State addressed or any authority which it may have
designated for that purpose, shall complete a certificate in the form of the mode] annexed fo the

v
e

present Convention.

‘ The certificate shall state that the document has been served and shall include the
method, the place and the date of service and the person to whom the document was delivered.
If the document has not been served, the certificate shall set out the reasons which have

prevented service.

The applicant may require that a certificate not completed by a Central Authority or by
a judicial authority shall be countersigned by one of these authorities.

The certificate shall be forwarded directly to the applicant.

Article 7

X ,
The standard terms in the model annexed to the present Convention shall in all cases be

written either in French or in English. They may also be written in the official language, or in
one of the official languages, of the State in which the documents originate.

The corresponding blanks shall be completed either in the language of the State
addressed or in French or in English.

Article 8

Each Contracting State shall be free to effect service of judicial documents upon
persons abroad, without application of any compulsion, directly through its diplomatic or

consular agents.

Any State may declare that it is opposed to such service within its territory, unless the
document is to be served upon a national of the State in which the documents originate.



1434

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, DECEMBER 13, 2008 (AGRAHAYANA 22, 1930) [Part I-—SkC. 1

Article 9

Each Contracting State shall be free, in addition, to use consular chann_els to forwar_d
documents, for the purpose of service, to those authorities of another Contracting State which

are designated by the latter for this purpose. z

Each Contracting State may, if exceptional circumstances so require, use diplomatic
channels for the same purpose.

Article 10

Provided the State of destination does not object, the present Convention shall not
interfere with —

a) the freedom to send judicial documents, by postal channels, directly to persons
abroad,

b) the freedom of judicial officers, officials or other competent persens of the
State of origin to effect service of judicial documents directly thro.ugh. the
judicial officers, officials or other competent persons of the State of destination,

c) the freedom of any person interested in a judicial proceeding to effect service
of judicial documents directly through the judicial officers, officials or other
competent persons of the State of destination.

Article 11

The present Convention shall not prevent two of more Contracting States from agreeing
to permit, for the purpose of service of judicial documents, channels of transmission other than
those provided for in the preceding Articles and, in particular, direct communication between
their respective authorities.

Article 12

The service of j-udicia} documents coming from a Contracting State shall not give rise

to any payment or reimbursement of taxes or Costs for the services rendered by the State
addressed.

The applicant shall pay or reimburse the costs occasioned by

aj the employment of a judicial officer or of a person competent under the law of
the State of destination,

b} the use of a particular method of service.
Article 13

Where a request for service complies with the terms of the present Convention, the
State addressed may refuse to comply therewith only if it deems that compliance would
infringe its sovereignty or security.
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It may not refuse to comply _51;13/ on the grdﬁﬁd that, under its"int_ei'nal law, it claims
exclusive jurisdiction over the subject-matter of the action or that its internal law would not
permit the action upon which the application is based.

The Central Authority shall, in case of refusal, promptly inform the applicant and state
the reasons for the refusal.

Article 14

Difficulties which may arise in connection with the transmission of judicial documents
for service shall be settled through diplomatic channels.

Article 15

Where a writ of summons or an equivalent document had to be transmitted abroad for

the purpose of service, under the provisions of the present Convention, and the defendant has
not appeared, judgment shall not be given until it is established that —

aj the document was served by a method prescribed by the internal law of the
State addressed for the service of documents in domestic actions upon persons
who are within its territory, or

b the document was actually delivered to the defendant or to his residence by
another method provided for by this Convention, and that in either of these
cases the service or the delivery was effected in sufficient time to enable the
defendant to defend.

Each Contracting State shall be free to declare that the judge, notwithstanding the
provisions of the first paragraph of this Article, may give judgment even if no certificate of
service or delivery has been received, if all the following conditions are fulfilled —

. al the document was transmitted by one of the methods provided for in this

Convention,

b) a period of time of not less than six months, considered adequate by the judge
in the particular case, has elapsed since the date of the transmission of the
document,

¢) no certificate of any kind has been received, even though every reasonable
effort has been made to obtain it through the competent authorities of the State
addressed.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraphs the judge may order, in
case of urgency, any provisional or protective measures.

Article 16
When a writ of summons or an equivalent document had to be transmitted abroad for

the purpose of service, under the provisions of the present Convention, and a judgment has
been entered against a defendant who has not appeared, the judge shall have the power to



1436 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, DECEMBER 13, 2008 (AGRAHAYANA 22, 1930) [Part I—SEc. 1

relieve the defendant from the effects of the "ég)ﬁation of the time for appeal from the
judgment if the following conditions are fulfilled — '

aj the defendant, without any fault on his part, did not have knowledge of the
document 1n sufficient time to defend, or knowledge of the judgment in
sufficient time to appeal, and

b) the defendant has disclosed a prima facie defence to the action on the merits.

An application for relief may be filed only within a reasonable time after the defendant
has knowledge of the judgment.

Each Contracting State may declare that the application will not be entertained if it is
filed after the expiration of a time to be stated in the declaration, but which shall in no case be
less than one year following the date of the judgment.

This Article shall not apply to judgments concerning status or capacity of persons.

CHAPTER I - EXTRAJUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
Article 17
Extrajudicial documents emanating from authorities and judicial officers of a
Contracting State may be transmitted for the purpose of service in another Contracting State by
the methods and under the provisions of the present Convention.
CHAPTER IIIl - GENERAL CILAUSES

Article 18

Each Contracting State may designate other authorities in addition to the Central
Authortty and shall determine the extent of their competence.

The applicant shall, however, in all cases, have the right to address a request directly to
the Céntral Authority.

Federal States shall be free to designate more than one Central Authority.
Article 19
To the extent that the internal law of a Contracting State permits methods of
transmission, other than those provided for in the nreceding Articles, of documents coming

from abroad, for service within its territory, the present Convention shall not affect such
provisions.
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Article 20

The present Convention shall not prevent an agreement between any two or more Contracting
States to dispense with —

al the necessity for duplicate copies of transmitted documents as required by the

: second paragraph of Article 3,
b) the language requirements of the third paragraph of Article 5 and Article 7,
c) the provisions of the fourth paragraph of Article 5,
dj the provisions of the second paragraph of Article 12.

Article 21

Each Contracting State shall, at the time of the deposit of its instrument of ratification
or accession, or at a later date, inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands of the

following —

a) the designation of authorities, pursuant to Articles 2 and 18,

b) the designation of the authority competent to complete the certificate pursuant
to Article 6,

c) the designation of the authority competent to receive documents transmitted by
consular channels, pursuant to Article 9.

Each Contracting State shall similarly inform the Ministry, where appropriate, of —

aj opposition to the use of methods of transmission pursuant to Articles 8 and 10,

b declarations pursuant to the second paragraph of Article 15 and the third
paragraph of Article 16,

1, all modifications of the above designations, oppositions and declarations.

Article 22
Where Parties to the present Convention are also Parties to one or both of the

Conventions on civil procedure signed at The Hague on 17th July 1905, and on 1st March
1954, this Convention shall replace as between them Articles 1 to 7 of the earlier Conventions.

Article 23

The present Convention shall not affect the application of Article 23 of the Convention
on civil procedure signed at The Hague on 17th July 1905, or of Article 24 of the Convention
on civil procedure signed at The Hague on ™ March 1954,

These Articles shall, however, apply only if methods of communication, identical to
those provided for in these Conventions, are used.
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Article 24

Supplementary agreements between Parties to the Conventions of 1905 and 1954 shall
be considered as equally applicable to the present Convention, unless the Parties have

otherwise agreed.

Article 25

Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles 22 and 24, the present Convention shall
not derogate from Conventions containing provisions on the matters governed by this
Convention to which the Contracting States are, or shall become, Parties.

Article 26

The present Convention shall be open for signature by the States represented at the

Tenth Session of the Hague Conference on Private International Law. It shall be ratified, and
the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Lifw LLLI0E VAl R L E T LaviiIay pSred RANCE SR 4 4 2 4 4

Netherlands.

Article 27

The present Convention shall enter into force on the sixtieth day after the deposit of the
third instrument of ratification referred to in the second paragraph of Article 26.

The Convention shall enter into force for each signatory State which ratifies
subsequently on the sixticth day afier the deposit of its instrument of ratification.

Article 28

Any State not represented at the Tenth Session of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law may acecede to the present Convention after it has entered into force in
accordance with the first paragraph of Article 27. The instrument of accession shall be
deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

The Convention shall enter into force for such a State in the absence of any objection
from a State, which has ratified the Convention before such deposit, notified to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands within a period of six months after the date on which the
said Ministry has notified it of such accession.

In the absence of any such objection, the Convention shall enter into force for the
acceding State on the first day of the month following the expiration of the last of the periods
referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare that the
present Convention shall extend to all the territories for the international relations of which it is
responsible, or to one or more of them. Such a declaration shall take effect on the date of entry
into force of the Convention for the State concerned.

At any time thereafter, such extensions shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Netherlands,
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The Convention shall enter into force for the territories mentioned in such an e)_;tensioh
on the sixtieth day after the notification referred to in the preceding paragraph.’ '

Article 30

The present Convention'shall remain in force for five years from the date of its entry
into force in accordance with ‘the first paragraph of Article 27, even for States which have
ratified it or acceded to it subsequently.

If there has been no’denunciation, it shall be renewed tacitly every five years.

Any denunciation shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands
at least six months before the #nd of the five year period.

It may be limited to cértain of the territories to which the Convention applies.

The denunciation shall have effect only as regards the State which has notified it. The -

Convention shall remain in force for the other Contracting States.

Artiele 31

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands shall give notice to the States
referred to in Article 26, and # the States which have acceded in accordance with Article 28,
of the foliowing —

oo

a) the signatures and ratifications referred to in Article 26; .

b) the date on which the present Convention emters into force in accordance with
the first paragraph of Article 27,

¢ the accessiors referred to in Article 28 and the dates on which they take effect;

dj the extensions referred to in Article 29 and the dates on which they take effect;

e the designations, oppositions and declarations referred to in Article 21;

p the denunciations referred to in the third paragraph of Article 30.

~r

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed
the present Convention.

Done at The Hague, on the 15th day of November, 1965, in the English and French
languages, both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited in the
archives of the Government of the Netherlands, and of which a certified copy shall be sent,
through the diplomatic channel, to each of the States represented at the Tenth Sessmn of the
Hague Conference on Private International Law.

N.B. On 25 October 1980 the’ Fourteenth Session adopted a Recommendation on information to
accompany judicial and exﬁajudzczal documents to be sent or served abroad in civil or
commercial matters (Actes et documents de la Quatorziéme session (1980), Tome 1, Matiéres
diverses, p. 1-67; idem, Tonie IV, Entraide judiciaire, p. 339; Practical Handbook on the
Operation of the Hague Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service Abroad of Judicial
and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters).
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MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION
New Delhi-110001, the 28th November 2008

RESOLUTION

No. 1/06/2006-Hindi:- According to Department of official language
O.M. No. 11/20015/01/2008 OL(P.2) dated 3 September, 2008. Government

of India hereby constitutes the Hindi Salahkar Samiti of the Ministry of
DONER as under:-

COMPOSITION
Minister of Development of North Eastern Region Chairman
Non Official Members:-
Two MPs from Lok Sabha
1. Sh. Kirip Chaliha Member
2. Sh. Kiren Rizju Member
Two MPs from Rajva Sabha

3. Sh. V. Hanumant Rao Member
4. Sh. Ramdas Aggrawal Member

Two MPs from the committee of Parliament on Official Language

5. Dr. Satya Narain Jatia, MP, L.ok Sabha Member
6. Sh. Mohd. Salim, MP, Rajya Sabha Member
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Representative from Kendrya Sachivalaya Hindi Parisad, XY-68

Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi

7. Shri Mohan Prakash Dubey Member
25/25, Sector-1, Pushp Vihar,
New Delhi-110017.

Representative from Akhil Bhartiya Hindi Sanstha Sangh, 10788-
89, Jhandewalan Road Nabi Karim, New Delhi-110055

8. Shri Braj Kumar Sharma, Member
Principal Secretary, Manipur Hindi Parisad,
Assembly Road, Imphal-795001(Manipur).

Non-Official Members nominated by the Ministry of Development fo
North-Eastern Region.

9. Smt. Priya Lamba , , Member
House No. 128-129,
Block-B, Nehru Vihar,
Civil Lines, Delhi- 110054,

10.  Shri Tara Singh, 53 Hari Nagar, Member
Meerut (UP.)
: 11.  Shri Praveen Kumar Pahwa, Member

B-186, Gujrawala Town,
Delhi-_l 10009.

12.  Smt. Sushma Surendran, Member
745, Sector-9A,
Gurgaon(Haryana).

Non-official member nominated by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

(Department of Official Language)

13.  Shri Kumar Ashish ' Member
Flat No. 104-B, Sh. Ramkunj Apartment,
Road No. 4, Mahesh Nagar, Patna-23, Bihar,
Telephone: 09430000022,
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14.  Mohd. Anisur Rahman"Anis", Member
D-96 A, Plot No.36,
Zakir Nagar, West Jamia Nagar,
Okhla, New Delhi-110025.
(Telephone: 9891716757).

5. Shri Anuj Bhardwaj, Member
: A-16/5, Chetram Gali,

Maujpur, Dethi-110053.

(Telephone: 9810465184)

Official Members

Department of Official Lansuage
16.  Secretary Member
17.  Joint Secretary Member

MINISTRY OF DEVELQPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION

18.  Secretary Member
19.  Joint Secretary(JM) Member
20.  Joint Secretary(PKP) Member
21.  All Directors/Deputy Secretary of DONER Member
22, Managing Director, NEHHDC, Guwahati Member
23, Managing Director, NERAMAC, Guwahati Member
24.  Chairman & Managing Director, NEDFi, Guwahati Member
25, Joint Secretary(RM) Member Secretary
FUNCTIONS
2. The functions of the Samiti will be to render advice for the

implementation of the policies laid down by Kendriya Hindi Samiti and
Department of Official Language regarding the use of Hindi for official
purpose in the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region.

0Ny

7361 I
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TENURE
3. The tenure of the Samiti normally will be three years from the

8--361 GL2008

date of its composition subject to the following:-

(a) amembcy, who is a Member of Parliament, will cease to be a member
of the Samiti as soon as he ceases to be a Member of Parliament ;

(b) ex-officio members of the Samiti shall continue as member so fong as
they hold the office by virtue of which they are members of the
Samiti;

(c) a member nominated against a vacancy arising in the Samiti due to
the death or resignation of any member shall hold office for the

restdual term.

HEADQUARTERS

4. The Headquarters of the Samiti shall be at New Delhi.

TRAVELLING AND OTHER ALLOWANCES

5. The Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, vide their Office Memorandum No.11/20034/04/2005-
OL (Policy-2) dated 03 February, 2006 has stated that as the 15 non-official
members include 6 Members of Parliament, nominated in the Hindi

Salahakar Samitis constituted by Central Ministries/ Departments, so the
‘provision regarding travelling/daily allowance is made more elaborate in the
following manner:-

(a) The Members of Parliament nominated in the Samiti will be paid
Travelling Allowance and Daily Allowance as per the provisions
in the "Members of Pariiament (Salary, Allowance & Pensiiion)
Act, 1954", amendments issued from time to time and rules made
thereunder.

(b) Travelling Allowance and Daily Allowance to other non-official
members of the Samiti will be paid as per the guidelines
contained in the Department of Official Language O.M.
No.[1/22034/04/86-0.1..(A-2) dated 22nd January, 1987 and in
accordance with the prescribed rates and rules as amended from
time to time by the Government of India.
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ORDER

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be sent to All state Governments, Administrations of Union Territories,
President's Secretariat, Vice-president's Secretariat,Cabinet Secretariat, Prime Minister's office, Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, Lok Sabha Secretariat, Rajya Sabha Secretariat, Planning commission, Comptroller and
Auditor General of India, Accountant General, Central Revenues, Election Commission, Union Public Service
Commission and all Ministries/Departments ofthe Government of India.

[t1s also ordered that a copy of this Resolution be published in the Gazette of India for gencral information.

RAJENDRA MISHRA
Joint Secy.

MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
OFFICE OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (HANDICRAFTS)

New Delhi-110066, the 6th November 2008 '
RESOLUTION

No. K-12012/5/16/2008-P&R/976-—The term of the reconstituted All India Handicraft Board (AIHB) was
extended for a period of two years, or till futher orders, whichever is earlier, vide Resolution No. K-12012/5/16/
2006-P&R dated 6th October, 2008, The Government of India has now decided to induct Smt. Raj Rani Sharma,
H. No. 267, Gali No. 10 Joshi road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi as Non Official Member of the ATHB, while retaining
alf officials and non official members of the existing ATHB exiended term vide Resolution dated 6th October 2008,
Resolutions dated 7th October, 2008, 22nd October, and 29, October 2008.

With the above inclusion of Smt. Raj Rani Sharma as Non Official Member of the AIHB, the present strength
of the Board shall be 95 Members, comprising of Chairman, 24 Official Members, including Member Secretary
and 70 Non-Offictal Members, in the reconstituted All India Handicrafts Board.

All other terms and conditions recorded in the Resolution dated 08th September 2006 will, however, remain
same and unchanged.

ORDER

Ordered that a copy of this resolution be communicated to all concerned and that it be published in the
Gazette of [ndha.

: SANDEEP SRIVASTAVA
Additional Development Commissioner (Handicrafls)
The 12th November 2008
RESOLUTION

No. K-12012/5/16/2008-P&R—The term of the reconstituted All india Handicrafts Board (AIHB) was
extended for aperiod of two years, or till futher orders, whichever is earlier, vide Resolution No. K-12012/5/16/
2006-P&R dated 6th October, 2008, The Government of India has now decided to induct Shri Naresh Tomar,
122A719, Gautam Nagar, New Dethi-110049 as Non Official Member of the ATHB, while retaining all officials
and non official members of the existing ATHB extended term vide Resoiution dated 6th October 2008, Resolutions

dated 7th October, 2008, 22nd October 2008, 24th October 2008, 29th, October 2008 and 6th November
2008,

With the above inclusion of Shri Naresh Tomar as Non Official Member of the AIHB, the present strength of
the Board shall be 96 Members, comprising of Chairman, 24 Official Members, including Member Secretary and
71 Non-Official Members, in the reconstituted All India Handicrafis Board.

Allother terms and conditions recorded in the Resolution dated 08th September 2006 will, however, remain
same and unchanged.
ORDER

Ordered that a copy of this resolution be communicated to all concerned and that it be published in the
Gavette of India.

SANDEEP SRIVASTAVA
Additional Development Commissioner (Handicrafts)
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