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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 19th September, 2024

O.N. 101.—In pursuance of Section 106 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951) the
Election Commission of India hereby publishes the judgment/order dated 21/06/2024 of the High Court of Judicature
at Bombay in Election Petition No. 9 of 20109.

[F. No. 82/MH-HP/9/2019]
By Order,
S. K. DAS, Secy.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAYORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL
JURISDICTION

ELECTION PETITION NO. 9 OF 2019

Rahul Ragunathovhal Petitioner
Vs,
The Election Commission of India & Ors. Respondents

None for the petitioner.
Mr. Akshay Shinde for respondent no. 2.
Mr. Shekhar Jagtap a/w. Ms. Sairuchita Choudhary i/b. J. Shekhar Associates for respondent no. 3.

CORAM: G. S. KULKARNI, J.
DATED: 21 June, 2024

P.C.

1 The proceedings are listed in pursuance of a praecipe application as moved by Mr. Shinde, learned counsel for
respondent no. 2.

2. This election petition challenges the election of respondent no. 3 to the Lok Sabha from the Lok Sabha Constituency
no. 36-Shirur, District Pune, in Parliamentary elections held in the year 2019. Admittedly, the term of the Lok Sabha relevant
to such election expired on 16 June, 2024. Thereafter, fresh elections were held in the month of May, 2024, the results of
which were declared on 4 June, 2024, in which respondent no. 3 had again contested from the same constituency
and is stated to have been re-elected to the Lok Sabha. It is, therefore, stated that the present proceedings have now
becomeacademic/infructuous.

3 It is on such backdrop respondent no. 2 has moved this Court by such application dated 19 June, 2024 setting out the
urgency. It is stated that for the purpose of the present proceedings, respondent no. 2 had stored and secured 4622 Ballot
units, 2311 Control Units and 7242 VVVPAT machines, which are stored in a godown with police security. It is stated that
now the  State Assembly elections would be held in the month of November, 2024 and for such purpose, respondent no. 2
requires the aforesaid materials. It is hence submitted that appropriate orders be passed considering that the petition has now
become infructuous.

4, Although the cause-list was notified listing the present proceeding, however, none represents the petitioner, and
possibly in view of the fact thatthe petition itself has become infructuous.

5 From the record it appears that on the last occasion, the Court had heard the proceedings on 4 March, 2020 on the
Application (L) No. 3 of 2019 filed by respondent no. 1, which came to be allowed in terms of prayer clauses(a) and (b).
Also, the proceedings were not moved by the advocate for the petitioner for any further orders to be passed on the
proceedings and more particularly, considering the nature of the challenge as raised in regard to which observations have been
made by the Court in order dated 4 March, 2020.

6. In the aforesaid circumstances, as now the term of the Lok Sabha relevant to the 2019 election and subject matter of
the present proceedings itself has come to an end, as also fresh Lok Sabha elections were held in May, 2024, results of
which being already declared, learned counsel for respondent no. 2 would be correct in submitting that the present proceedings
have become infructuous. The petition is accordingly disposed of as infructuous.
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7. Respondent no. 2 is hence free to use the Ballot units, Control Units and VVVPAT machines as per the procedure
followed by it for other elections, as they are no more required for the purpose of present proceedings.

8 Disposed of. No costs.
G. S. KULKARNI, J.
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