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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

RESOLUTION

TARIFFS

New Delhi, the 18th November, 1965

No. 6(l)-Tar./65.—The Tariff Commission has submitted its Report
on the continuance of protection to the Sheet Glass and Figured Glass
Industry and grant of protection to Wired Flat Glass Industry on the
basis of an inquiry undertaken by it under Sections 11 (e) and 13 of the
Tariff Commission Act, 1951 (50 of 1951). Its recommendations are as
follows:—

(1) The existing rate of protective duty on sheet glass and figured
glass should be increased to 100 per cent ad valorem and ex-
tended for a further period of three years ending December
31, 1968. This rate should apply to flat glass comprising sheet
glass manufactured by drawing by the Pittsburg Plate Glass
(P.P.G.) or Fourcault process and figured and wired glass.
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(2) In order to make the nomenclature more comprehensive the
industry may be referred to as flat glass. As and when there
is further diversification of production in the field of flat glass
the desirability of extending the scope of protection to cover
other varieties too may be examined at the appropriate stage.

(3) The Railway administration may examine in the light of the
latest developments the request of Indo-Asahi Glass Co. Ltd.
for allowing it to move silica sand in ordinary wagons instead
of box wagons until the railway siding is constructed.

(4) It is desirable to maintain expansion of capacity in proportion
to demand and great caution is necessary lor the future in
allowing any further expansion or licensing of new units.

(5) While it is presumed that the State Trading Corporation
charges a high price for imported heavy soda ash in order to
maintain parity with the current market price of indigenous
heavy soda ash, it would help the industry to bring down
costs, if such heavy soda ash as has to be imported is made
available to the flat glass units under actual users licences in
equitable proportions as between the several units.

(6) Steps should be taken by Government to make soda aah and
silica sand available at lower cost to manufacturers of flat glass.

(7) Since the indigenous production of salt cake is more than suff-
cient to meet the requirements of flat glass industry it is neces-
sary to discourage imports of salt cake.

(8) Since limestone and dolomite are important minerals not only
for flat glass industry but also for other industries, it would
be advisable to prescribe standards for them and to ensure
that the material of the right quality is supplied to flat glass
producers.

(9) Steps should be taken by the Government of India and the
State Governments with the help of the interests concerned to
grade silica sand in accordance with the ISI standards before
consignments are despatched to users.

(10) The case of Shree Vallabh Glass Works Ltd. which requires
foreign exchange to the extent of Rs. 50,000/- for installing the
requisite machinery for pulverising quartz may be favourably
considered by Government.

(11) The whole position of the mining of silica sand in the district
of Allahabad should be carefully examined by the Government
of India and the Government of Uttar Pradesh.

(12) The Government of Madras should consider the desirability
of releasing the requisite deposits of silica sand at Ennore in
favour of Madras Sheet Glass Works Pvt. Ltd. and utilising
this valuable raw material to the best advantage.

(13) The glass industry needs to pay more attention to the techni-
que and process of packing in order to avoid breakages.

(14) It would be worthwhile for the flat glass industry to explore
the possibilities of exports to nearby countries and make efforts
to promote larger exports.

2 Government have given careful consideration to recommendations
(1) and (2) and having regard to the progress the Industry has made so
far and the fact that in the present circumstances there is no likelihood
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of any unhealthy competition from Imports, Government consider that
tariff protection to the Sheet Glass Industry need not be continued be-
yond 31st December, 1965.

Government, however, propose to continue the rate of duty of 100
per cent as has already been levied under the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1965
and this rate is in consonance with the rate of duty recommended by the
Tariff Commission. Necessary legislation to implement Government's
decisions will be undertaken in due course.

3. Government have taken note of recommendations (3) to (9) and
steps will be taken to implement them as far as possible. Attention of
the State Governments and producers of sheet glass is also invited to
recommendation (9).

4. Government have noted recommendations (10) and (11). Attention
of the Goverment of Uttar Pradesh is also drawn to recommendation (11).

5. Attention of the Government of Madras is drawn to recommenda-
tion (12).

6. Attention of the glass industry is Invited to recommendations (13)
and (14).

ORDER
ORDERED that the Resolution be published in the Gazette of India and

a copy thereof communicated to all concerned.

P. K. J. MENON,

Joint Secy, to the Government of Indict.
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