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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16th December 1968
G.85.R. 1929.—In pursuance of the powers conferred by section 33 of the Goa,
Daman and Diu (Opinionh Poll) Act, 1966 (38 of 1866), the Central Government,

after consultation with the Chief Elcction Commissioner, hereby makes the
following rules, namely:—

PART I
PRELIMINARY
1. Short title and commencement—(1) These rules may be called the Goa,
Daman and Diu (Opinion Poll) Rules, 1966.
(2) They shall come into force at once.
2. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwlse requires—
(a) “Act” means the Goa, Daman and Diu (Opinion Poll) Act, 1968 (38 of
1966);

(b) “ballot hox” Includes any hox, bag or other receptacle used for the
insertion of ballot paper by voters;

(¢) “counting agent” In relation to a political party means any counting
agent appointed under rule 37;

(d) ‘“elector on poll duty” means any polling agent, any polllng officer,
presiding officer or other publie servant, who 1s an elector and is by
reason of his being on poll duty unahle to vote at the polling station
where he is entitled 1o vote;

(931)
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(e) “Form” means a Form appended to these rules, and includes a translation
thereof in the language or any of the languageg used for official
purposes of the Unlon territory;

(1) “marked copy of the electoral roll” means the copy of the electoral roll
set apart for the purpose of recording the serial numbers of ballot
papers issued to electors at the opinion poll;

(g) “political party” means any of the following political parties;:—
(1) the Indian National Congress;

(ii) the Frente Populare;

(ii1) the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak;

(iv) the Unilted Goans;

(h) “poll commissioner” means the opinion poll commissioner appointed
under section 7 and includes the assistant opinion poll commissloner
appointed under sectlon 8;

(1) “polllng agent” in relation to a polling statlon means any of the polling
agents appointed, by a political party, under rule 4 for that polliog
station;

(j) “"polling station” means the place provided under section 11 for conduct-
ing the opinion poll;

(k) “presiding officer” includes any polling officer performing any of th:
functions of a presiding officer under sub-gsection (2) or sub-sectio
(3) of section 12;

(1) “section” means a section of the Act; |

(m) “service voter” means any person who 1s required to glve his vote b,
postal ballot under clause (a) of section 21,

PART 11
GENERAL PROVISIONS

3. Public notice of intended opinion poll.—On the issue of a notification under
gection 16, the poll commissioner shall give public notice of the intended opinion
poll in Form 1 and shall publish it in such manner as he thinks fit.

4, Appointment of polling agenis—(1) Every political party may appoint one
polling agent and two rellef agents at each polling station,

(2) Every such appointment shall be made In Form 2 and shall be signed either
by the President or the General Secretary of the polllical party and shall be made
over to the polling agent for production at the polling station.

(3) No polling agent shall be admitted Into the polling statlon unless he has
delivered to the presiding officer the instrument of his appointment under sub-
rule (2) after dvly completing and signing before the presiding offlcer the declara-
tion contained therein.

5. Publication of hours fixed for polling.—The hours fixed for the opinion poll
under section 17 shall be published by notification in the Officlal Gazelte of the
Union territory.

8. Voiing normally to be In person.—Save as hereinafter provided, all electors -
voting at the oninlon poll shall do so In person at the polling statlon provided for
them under section 11:

Provided that an elector on poll duty may vote at any other palling station
subject to his complying with the provislons of rule 7.

7. Electors on poll duty—TEvery elector on poll duty shall send an application
in Form 3 to the noll commissioner g0 as to reach him at least four days, or such
lesser perlod as the poll commissioner mav allow. before the date of poll and if
the poll commissioner s satisfled that the applicant 1s on poll duty, he shall—

(a) issue to the applicant a poll duty certificate in Form 4:

(b) mark ‘PDC' against his name in the marked copy of the electoral roll
to indicate that the poll duty certificate has been issued to him; and

(c¢) ensure that he s not allowed to vote at the polllng station where he
would otherwise have been entitled to vote.
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PART III
PosTar. BaLLoT

8. Persons entitled to vote by post—Service voters and electors under preventive
detention shall, subject lo their fuliilllng the requirements hereinafter specified,
be entitled to vote by post.

9. Electors under preventive detention.—(1) The Administrator shall, within
15 days of the issue of the notification under scction 16, ascertain and intimate
to the poll commissioner the namcs of the electors, if any, subjected to preventive
detention together with their addresses and electoral roll numbers and the parti-
culars about their places of detention.

(2) Any elector subjected to preventlve delention may, within 15 days of the
Issue of notification under section 16, send an intimation to the poll commissioner
that he wishes to vote by post, specifylng his name, address and place of detention.

(3) The poll commissioner shall issue a postal ballot paper to every elector
subjected lo preventive detention whose nume has been intlmated to him under

sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2).

10. Form of ballot paper.—(1) A postal ballot paper shall be in the same form
as the ordinary ballot paper with the words ‘“postal ballot paper” stamped on the

reverse.

11. Issue of ballot paper.——(1) A postal ballot pgper shall be sent by post under
certificate of posting to the voter together wilth—

(a) a declaration in Form 5;

(b) a cover in Form 6;

(c) a large cover addressed {o the poll commissioner In Form 7: and
(d) instructions for the guidance of the electors in Form 8.

(2) The poll commissioner shall at the same {lme—

(a) record the serlal humber of each ballot paper against the entry relating
to that celector in the marked copy of the electoral roll; and

(b) ensure that ihe elector is not allowed to vote at a polllng station.

(3) Every officer inder whose care or through whom g postal ballot paper s
sent shall ensure its delivery to the addressce without delay.

(4) After ballot papers have been Issued to all the electors entitled to vote by
post, the poll commissioner shall seal up in a packet that part of the marked copy
of the electoral roll which rclates to service voters and record on the packet a
brief description of its contents and the date on which it was sealed and send
the other relevant part of the marked copy to the several preslding officers for
recording the serial numbers of ballot papers i1ssued to the clectors at the polling
stations.

12. Recording of vote—(1) An elector who has received a postal ballot paper
and QECIdps to vote shall record his vote on the ballot paper In accordance with
the directions contained in Form 8, and then close it in cover in Form 6.

(2) The elector shall sign the declaration in Form 5 in the presence of and
have the signature attested by, a stipendiary magistrate or such other officer
specified below, as may be appropriate, to whom he 1is personally known or to whose
gatisfaction he has been identified—

(a) in the case of a service voter, such officer as may be appointed in this
behalf by the Commanding Officer of the unit, ship or establishment
in which the voter or her husband, as the case may be, is employed
or such officer as may be appolnted in this behalf by the diplomatie
;)r coniilula{ representalive of India in the country in which such voter
s resident;

(b) in the case of an elector under preventive detentlon, the Superintendent
of the Jail or the Commandant of the detention eamp in which the
elector is under delention.
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13. Return of ballot paper.—(1) After an elector has recorded his vote and made
his declaration under rule 12 he shall return the ballot paper and declaration to
the poll commissioner in accordance with the instructions communicated to him
in Form 8 so as to reach the poll commissioner before the hour fixed for the close
of the poll on the date or the last of the dates fixed for such poll.

(2) If any cover containing a postal ballot paper is received by the poll com-
missioner after the expiry of the time fixed in sub-rule (1), he shall note therecn

the date and tilme of Its receipt and shall keep all such covers tfogether in a
separate packet.

(3) The poll commissioner shall keep in safe custody until the commencement
of the counting of votes all covers containing postal ballot papers recelved by him.

PART IV

VoTinGg 1IN THE QOprINION PoLL

14, Deslgn of ballot boxes.—The ballot boxes to be used at the opinion poll
shall be of the design approved by the Election Commission for use at the Parlia-
mentary and Assembly Elections in the Unilon tferritory.

15. Form of ballot papers.—Every ballot paper shall be In such form, and th®

particulars therein shall be In such language or languages, as the Chief Election
Commissioner may direct.

16, Arrangements at polllng statlons.—(1) Outside cach polling station there
shall be displayed prominently a notlce specifying the polling area the electors of
which are entitled to vote at the polling station, and if the polling area has more
than one polling station, the particulars of the clectors so cntitled.

(2) At each polling station there shall be set up one or more vollng compart-
ments in which electors can record iheir votes screened from observation.

(3) The poll commissioner shall provide af each polling station a sufficient
number of ballot bhoxes, copies of the relevant part of the electoral roll, ballot
papers, instruments for stamping the distingulshing mark on ballot papers and
articles necessary for eleclors o mark the ballot papers.

17. Admission to polling statlons.—The presiding oflicer shall regulate the
number of electors to be admitted at any one time inside the polling station and
shall exclude therefrom all persons other ihan—

(a) poling officers;

(b) public servants on duty in connection with the opinion poll;
(¢) persons authorised by thc Chief Electlon Commisgioner;

(d) one polling agent of each political party;

(e) a child in arms accompanying an elector;

(f) a person accompanying a blind or infirm elector who cannot move
without help;

(g) such other persons as the poll commissioner or the presiding officers
may cmploy under sub-rule (2) of rule 20 or sub-rule (1) of rule 21.

18. Preparation of ballot boxes for poll.—(1) Where a paper s_:,eal iz used for
securing a ballot box, the presiding officer shall affix his owm gignature on the
paper seal and obtaln thereon the signatures of such of the polling agents present
as are degirous of affixing the sare.

i i in the
2) The presiding officer shall thereafter affix the paper seal, shall sign
spage) meant therefor in the ballot box and shall then secure and seal the box
in such manner that the slit for the {nsertion of ballot paper therein remains
open.

3) The seals used for securing a ballot box shall be afflxed In such manner
thafg :)itter the box has been closed it is not possible to open it without breaking
the seals.
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(4) Every ballot box used at a polling statlon shall bear labels both inside and
utside, marked with—

(a) the serial number and name of the polling station;

(b) the serial number of the ballot box (to be filled in at the end of the
poll on the label outside the ballet box only); and

(¢) the date of the poll.

(5) Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer
hall demonstrate to the polling agents and the persons present that the ballot
20x is emply and bears the labels referred to in sub-rule (4).

(6) The ballot box shall then be closed, sealed and secured and placed in full
view of the presiding officer and the polling agents.

19. Marked copy of electoral roll.—Immediately before the commencement of
the poll, the presiding officer shall also demonstrate to the polling agents and others
pregent that the marked copy of the electoral roll to be used during the poll docs
not contain any entrles other than those made In pursuance of clause (h) of rule
7 and clause (a) of sub-rule (2) of rule 11.

20. Facllitles for women electors—(1) Where the polling station is for both
men and women electors, the presiding officer may direct that they shall be
admitted into the polling station alternately in separate batches.

(2) The poll commissioner or the presiding officer may appoinl a woman to
serve as attendant at any polling statlon to assist women electors and also to
asslst tho presiding officer genersally in taking the poll in respect of women electors

and in particular to help In searching any woman elector in case it becomes
n@Cessary.

21, Identification of electors—(1) The presiding officer may employ at the
polling station such persons as he thinks fit to help in the identification of 1ha
electors or to assist him otherwise In taking the poll.

(2) As each elector enters the polllng station, the presiding officer or the
polling offlcer authorised by him in this behalf shall check the elector’s name and
other particulars with the relevant entry in the electoral toll and then call out
the serial number, name and other particulars of the elector.

(3) In declding the right of a person to obtain a ballot paper the presiding
officer or the poliing officer, as the case may be, shall overlook merely clerical
or printing errors in an entry in the electoral roll, if he is satisfled that such
person is identical with the elector to whom such entry relates.

22, Facllitles for public servants on poll duty—(1) The provisions of rule 21
shall not apply to any person who produces at the polling station a poll duty
certificate in Form 4 and asks for the issue of a ballot paper to him although the
polling station is different from the one where he iz entitled to vote.

(2) On production of such certificate, the presiding officer shall—

(a) obtain thereon the signature of the person producing it;

(b) have the person’s name entered at the end of the marked copy of the
electoral roll; and

(c¢) issue to him a ballot paper, and permit him to vote, in the same manner
as for an elector entitled to vote at that polling station.

23. Challenge of 1dentity.—(1) Any polling agent may challenge the identity of
a person claiming to be a particular elector by flrst depositing a sum of two
rupees in cash with the presiding officer for each such challenge.
{2) On such deposit belng made, the presiding officer shall—
(a) warn the person challenged of the penalty for personation;

(b) read the relevant entry in the electoral roll in full and ask him whethe)
he 1s the person referred to in that entry;

(c) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form 9;
and

(d) require him to affix his signature in the sald list,
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(3) The presiding officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the
challenge and may for that purpose—

(n) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge
and the person challenged to adduce evidence in proof of his identity;

(b) put to the person challenged any questions necessary for the purpose
of establishing his Identity and require him to answer them on oath;
and

(¢) administer an oath to the person challenged and any other person
offering to give evidence.

(4) If, after the Inquiry, the presiding officer considers that the challenge has
not been established, he shall allow the person challenged to vote; and i he con-
sldera that the challenge has been establlshed, he shall debar the person challenged
trom voting.

(56) If the presiding officer is of the opinlon that the challenge i3 frivolous or
has not been made in good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under sub-
rule (1) he forfelted to Government, and in any other case, he shall return it to
the challenger at the conclusion of the Inquiry.

24. Safeguards agalnst personation—(1) Every elector about whose ldentity
the presiding officer or the polling officer, as the case may be. is satisfled, shall
allow his left forefinger to be insperted hy lhe presiding officer or polling offlcer
and an indellble ink mark to be put on it

(2) If any elector refuses lo allgw his left forefinger to be inapected or marked
in accordance with sub-rule (1) or has already such a mark on his left forefinger
or does any act with a view to removing the Ink mark he ghall not be suppled
with any ballot paper or allowed to vate.

(3) Any reference in this rule to the left forefinger of an elector shall, in
the case where the ¢lector has his left [oreflnger migsing, be construed as a re-
ference to any other finger of his left hand, and shall in the case where all the
fingers of his left hand are missing, be construed as g reference to the forefilnger
or any other finger of his right hand, and shall in the case where all his flngers
of both the hands are missing be consirued as n reference to such extremity cof

his left or right arm as he possesses,

25. Issue of ballot papers to electors.— (1) Every ballot paper shall before 1ssue
in an elector be stamped with such distinguising mark as the Chief Election Com-

missioner may direct.

(2) At the time of issuing a ballot paper to an elector, the polling officer
ghall record the serial number thereof against the entry relating to the elector
in the marked copy of the electoral roll.

(3) Save ag provided in sub-rule (2). no person in the polling station shall
note down the serial number of the ballot papers issued to particular eleclors,

26. Voting procedure.—(1) The elector on recelving the ballot paper shall forth-
with—
(a) proceed to the votlng compartment, and if there are more than one
voting compartmant, lo one of the voting compartments,

(b) there mnke a mark on the ballot paper with the Instrument supplied
for the purpose on or near the symbol for which he intends to vote,

(c) fold the ballot paper so ag to ccniceal hig vote,

(d) it required, show to the presiding officer the distingulshing mark on
the ballot paper,

(e) insert thc folded ballot paper inlo the ballot box, and
(f) quit the polling station.

(2) No elector shnll be allowed to enter a vcllng compartment when another
elector is Inside {it.
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27. Recording of votes of blind or infirm electors.—(1) It the presiding officer
is satisfled that owing to blindness or other physical infirmity an elector is unable
to recognise the symbols on the ballot paper or to make a mark thereon without
assistance, the presiding officer shall permit the elector to take with him a com-
panion of not less than twenty-one years of age to the voting compartment for
recording the vote on the ballot paper on his behalf and in accordance with his
wishes, and, if necessary, for folding the ballot paper so as to conceal the vota
and inserting it Into the ballot box:

Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as the companion of more
than one elector at any polling station on the same day :

Provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the companion
of an elector on any day under this rule, the person shall be required to declare
that he will keep secret the vote recorded by him on behalf of the elector and
that he has not already acted as the companion of any other elector at any polling
station on that day.

(2) The presiding officer shall keep a record in Form 10 of all cases under
this rule,

28. Spollt and returned ballot papers.—(1) An elector who hag inadvertently
dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it capnot be conveniently used
a9 ballot paper may, on returning it to the presiding officer and on satistying him
of the Inadvertence, be glven another ballot paper, and the ballot paper so re-
turned shall be marked “Spoilt: cancelled” by the presiding officer,

(2) If an elector after obtaining a ballot paper decldes not to use it, he shall
return it to the presiding officer, and the ballot paper so returned shall be marked
as "RBeturned: cancelled” by the presiding officer.

(3) All ballot papers cancelled under sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall be
kept in a separatea packet.

29. Tendered votes.—(1) If a person representing himself to be a particular
elector applies for a ballot paper after another persdn has already voted as such
elector, he shall, on satisfactorily answering such questions relating to his iden.
tity as the presiding officer may ask, be entitled, subject to the following provi-
sions of this rule, to mark a ballot paper (hereinafter In these rules referred to
as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any cther elector.

(2) Bvery such person shall, before being supplled with a tendered ballot
paper, sign his name apgainst the entry relating to him in a list in Form 11.

(3) A tendered ballot paper shall be the same as the other ballat papers used
at the polling except that it shall be—

(a) serially the last in the bundle of ballot papers issued for use at the
polling station; and

(b) endorsed on the back with the wordz “tendered ballot paper” by the
presiding officer in his own hand and signed by him.

(4) The elector, after marking a tendered ballot paper in the voting compart-
ment and folding it, shall, instead of putting it inty the ballot box, glve it to
the presiding officer who shall place it in a cover speclally kept for the purpose.

30. Close of poll—(1) The presiding officer shall close a polling station at the
hours flxed in that behalf under section 17 and shall not thereafter admit any
elector into the polling station:

Provided that all €lcetors presenti al the polling station hefore it is closed shall
be allowed to cast their votes.

(2) If any guestion arises whether an elector was present at the polling station
before it was closed, it shall be decided by the presiding officer and his declsion
shall be final.

31. Sealing of ballot boxes after poll—As soon as practicable after the closing
of the poll the presiding officer shall close the slit of the ballot box.

(2) The ballot box shall therealler be sealed and secured.
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(3) Where it becomes necessary 10 use a second ballot box by reason of the
first ballot. box getting full, thc first box shall be closed, sealed and secured as
provided In sub-rules (1) and (2) before anclher ballot box is put into use.

32. Account of ballot papers.—(1) The presiding officer shall at the close of
the poll prepare a ballot paper account in Form 12 and enclose it in a separate
cover with the words “Ballot Paper Account” superscribed thereon.

(2) The presiding officer shall permit any polling agent who so desires to iake
a Ju“.rue copy of the entries made in the ballot paper account and shall attest it as
a true copy.

33. Seallng of other packets—(1) The presiding offlcer shall then make Into
separate packets—

(a) the marked copy of the electoral roll;

(b) the unused ballot papers;

(c) the cancelled ballot papers;

(d) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the list in Form 11;
(e) the list of challenged votes; and

() any other papers directed by the Chief Electlon Commissioner to be
kept in a sealed packet.

(2) Each such packet shall be sealed with the seals of the presiding officer
and of those polling agents present who may desire to affix their seals thereon.

34, Transmission of ballot boxes, ete. to the poll commissioner.—(1) The presid-
ing officer shall then dellver or cause to be dellvered to the poll commissioner at
such place ag the poll commissloner may direct—

(a) the ballot boxes referred to In rule 31;

(b) the ballot paper account;

(c) the sealed packets referred to In rule 33; and
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

(2) The poll commissioner shall make adeguate arrangements for the safe
transport of ballot boxes, packets and other papers and for their safe custody
untll the commencement of the counting of votes.

35. Procedure on adjournment of poll—(1) If the poll at any polling station
is adjourned under sub-section (1) of sectlon 18, provisions of rules 31 to 34 shall,
as far as practicable, apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that
behalf under section 17.

(2) When an adjourned poll is recommended under sub-section (2) of section
18, the electors who have already voted at the opinion poll shall not be allowed
to vote again.

(3) The poll commissioner shall provide the %residjng officer of the polling
station at which such adjourned poll is held, with the sealed packet contalning
the marked copy of the electoral roll and a new ballot box,

(4) The presiding officer shall open the sealed packet in the presence of the
polling agents present and use the marked copy of the electoral roll for recording
the serlal numbers of the ballot papers issued to electors at the adjourned poll

(5) The provisions of rules 14 to 34 shall apply in relation to the conduct of
an adjourned poll as they apply in relatlon to the poll before it was so adjourned.

Party V
CoUNTING OF VOTES

36. Time and place for counting of voites.—The counting of votes under section
24 shall commence at 9 am. on the date next succeeding the date of poll and be
done at such place as the poll commissioner may appoint; and the poll commis-
stoner shall, at least two days before the date of poll, give public notice of the
date, time and place of counting:

Provided that if, for any reason, the poll commissioner finds it necessary so
to do, he may, with the approval of the Chiet Election Commissioner, alter the
date, time and place go fixed, or any of them, and glve public notice of the
alteration.
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37. Appointment of representatives and counting agents by political parties.-—
(1) Every political party may appoint a representative to be present at the time
of counting as provided In section 24, and may also appoint not more than fifteen
counting agents for the same purpose,

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in Form 13 and shall be signed
sither by the Presldent or the General Sccretary of the political party and shall
be made over to the representatlve or counting agent for production before the
poll commmissioner not later than one hour before the time fixed for the commenca-
ment of counting under rule 36.

38. Admission to the place fixed ﬁor_countlna'.—u(l) The poll commissioner shall
exclude from the place fixed for counting of votes all persons except—

(g) such persons as he may appoint to assist him in the counting;

(b) persong authorised by the Chief Electlon Commissioner;

(c) publle servants on duty in connection with the poll; and

(d) representatives and counting agents appointed by political parties.

{2) The poll commizsioner shall declde which counting egent or agents shall
watch the counting at any particular counting table or group of counting tables.

(3) Any person who during the counting of votes misconduct himsell or fails to
obey the lawful directlons of the poll commissioner may be removed from the
place where the votes are being counted by the poll commissioner or by amy

police officer on duty or by any person suthorised in this behalf by the poll com-
missioner. 4

39. Maintenance of secrecy of votlng.—The poll commissioner shall before he
commences the counting read the provisions of section 30 of the Act and sectiom
128 of the Representation of People Act, 1951, to such persons ag may be present.

40. Counting of votes recelved by post.—(1) The poll commissioner shall first
deal with the postal ballot papers in the manner hereinafter provided.

(2) No cover in Form 7 received by the poll commissloner after the expiry
of the time fixed in that behalf shall be opened and ne vote contained in any
such cover shall be counted.

(3) The other covers shall be opened one after another and as each cover 18
opened, the poll commissioner shall first scrutinise the declaratlon in Form 8
contained therein.

(4) If the sald declaration is not found, or has not been duly signed and
attested or 1s otherwise substantially defective, or if the serial number of the
ballot paper as entered in It differs from the serlal number endorsed on the cover
in Form 6, that cover shall not be opened, and affer making an appropriate

endorsement thereon, the poll commissioner shall reject the ballot paper therein
contained.

(5) Each cover so endorsed and the declaration received with it shall be
replaced in the cover in Form 7 and all such covers in Form 7 shall be kept in
a separate packet which shall be sealed and on which shall he recorded the date
of counting and a brier description of its contents.

¢6) The poll commissioner shall then place all the declarations in Form 5 which
he has found to be in order in a separate packet which shall be sealed hefore

any cover in Form 6 is opened and on which shall be recorded the particulars
referred to in sub-rule (5).

(7) The covers in Form 6 not already dealt with under the foregoing provisions
of thig rule shall then be opened one after another and the poll commlssioner

shall scrutinise each ballot paper and declde the validity of the vote recorded
thereon.

{8) A postal ballot paper shall be rejected—
(a) 1t no vote is recorded thereon; or
(b) 1f the vole is recorded on or near both the symbols; or
(¢} if it Is a spurious ballot paper: or
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(d) it it 15 so damaged or mutilated that its identity as a genuine ballot
paper cannot be established; or

'(e) if it is not returned in the cover sent along with it to the elector by
the poll commissioner.

() A vote recorded on a postal ballot paper shall be rejected if the mark
indjcating the vote is placed on the ballot paper in such manner as to make it
doubtful whether the vote is for merger or for Unlon territory.

(10) A vote recorded on a postal ballot paper shall not be rejected merely
on the ground that the mark indicating the vote is Indistinct or made more than
once, if the intention that the vote shall be for merger or for Union territory
clearly appears from the way the paper Is marked,

(11) The poll commissioner shall count all the valid votes glven by postal
pallot for merger and for Union territory, record the total thereof in the result
sheet in Form 14 and announced the same.

(12) Thereatter, all the valid ballot papers and all the rejected ballot papers
shall be separately bundled and kept together In g packet which shall be sealed
with the seals of the poll commissioner and of such of the counting agents as
may desire to affix their seals thereon and on the packet so sealed <chall be
recorded the date of counting and g briet description of its contents.

41. Scrutiny and opening of ballot boxes.—(1) The poll commissioner may have
the ballot boxes used at more than one polling station opened and their contents
counted slmultaneously.

(2) Before any ballot box Is opened at a counting table, the counting agents
present at the table shall be allowed to inspect the paper seal and to satisty
themselves that it 13 intact.

(3) The poll commissioner shall satisfy himself that none of the ballot boxes
has in fact been tampered with.

(4) If the poll commissioner {s satisfled that any ballot box has in fact been
tampered with, he shall not count the ballot papers contained in that box and
shall follow the procedure laid down in section 26 in respect of that polling station.

42. Counting of votes~—(1) The ballot papers taken out of each ballot box
shall be arranged in convenient bundles and scrutinised.

(2) The poll commissioner shall reject a ballot paper—

(a) it it bears any mark on writing by which the elector can be identifled, or

(b) if it bears no mark at all or bears a mark made otherwlise than with
the Instrument supplied for the purpose, or

(c) if votes are recorded on or near both the symbols, or

(d) 1f the mark indicating the vote thereon is placed In such manner as to
make it doubtful whether the vote 1s for merger or for Union terri-
tory, or

(e) if 1t is a spurlous ballot paper, or

(f) if it 1s so damaged or mutilated that its identity as a genuine ballot
paper cannot be established, or

(g) if it beers a serial number or is of a design different from the serial
number or, as the cagse may be, the design of the ballot paper nutho-
rised for use at the particular polling station, or

(h) if it does not bear the distinguishing mark which it should have borne
under sub-rule (1) of rule 25:

Provided that where the poll commissioner s satisfied that any such defect
as is mentioned in clause (g) or clause (h) has been caused by any mistake or
failure on the part of a presiding officer or polling officer, the ballot paper shall
not be rejected merely on the ground of such defect:

Provided further that a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground

that the mark indicating the vote is indistinet or made more than once, if the
intention of the voter clearly appears from the way the paper is marked.
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(3) Before rejecting any ballot paper under sub-rule (2) the poll commissioner
shall allow the representatives of the political parties present at his table a reason-
able opportunity to inspect the ballot paper but shall not allow them to handle
it or any other ballot paper.

(4) The poll commissioner shall endorse on every ballot paper which he rejects
the letter ‘R’ and the grounds of rejection In abbreviated form either in his own
hand or by means of a rubber stamp, and shall initial such endorsement.

t5) All ballot papers rejected under this rule shall be bundied togefher.

{6) Every ballot paper which is not rejected under this rule shall be counted
as one valid vote:

Provided that no cover containing tcndered ballol papers shall be opened and
no :uch paper shall be counted.

{7) After the counting of all ballot papers contained In all the ballot boxes
used at a polling station has been completed, the poll commissioner shall make
the entrics in a result sheet in Form 14 and announce the particulars,

43. Sealing of used ballot papers—The valid ballot papers and the rejectod
ballot papers shall thereafter be bundled separately and the several bundles made
up into a separate packet which shall be sealed with the seal of the poll commis-
aioner and of such representatives of the political partiea as may desire to affix
‘heir seals thcreon and on the packets so sealed shall be recorded the partieulara
of the polling station where the ballot papers have been used.

44. Counting to be continuous—The poll commissioner shall, as far as practica-
ble,.proceed continuously with the counting and shall, during any Intervals when
the counting has to be suspended, keep the ballot papers, packets and all other
papers relating to the poll sealed with his own seal and the seals of such counting
agents as may desgire to affix their seals and take sufficlent precaution for their
safe custody during such intervals.

45. Recommencement of counting after fresh poll.—(1)I[ a fresh poll is held
under section 19, the poll commissioner, shall, after completion of that poll, re-
commence the counting of votes on the date and at the time and place which have
been fixed by him in that behalf and of which notice has been previously given.

(2) The provisions of rules 42 and 43 shall apply, as far as may be, te such
further counting.

46. Declaration of the results.—(1) When the counting has been completed, the
poll commissioner shall ascertain the total number of vofes polled for merger and
for Union territory, announce the same and record it in the result sheet {n Form 14.

(2) The poll commissioner shall then, unless otherwise directed by the Chief
Election Commlisaioner, certify the result of the oplnion poll in Form 15A or In
Form 15B, as may be appropriate, declare the same and send signed copies thereof
to the Chief Flection Commissioner and to the Administrator.

ParT VI
Miscellaneous

47. Custody of ballot papers relating to the poll—The poll commissioner shall
keep in safe custody the packets of unused ballot papers, the packets of used
ballot papers, whether valid, tendered or rejected, and all other papers relating
to the poll,

48, Production and inspection of poll papers.—While in the custody of the poll
commissioner : —
(a) the packets of unuseg ballot papers;
(b) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid, tendered or rejected;
(¢) the packets of the marked copy of the electoral roll; and
(d) the packets of the declaratlons by electors and the attestation of their
slgnatures;

shall not be opened and their contents shall not be inspected by, or produced hefore,
any person or authority except under the order of the Chief Flectlon Commissioner,
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49. Disposal of poll papers—Subject to any directions to the contrarvy riven by
the Chief Election Commissioner, all papers referred to in rule 48 shall be retained
for ma period of two years and shall thereafter be destroyed.

50. Application of rules 98 and 99 of the Conduct of Elections Rules. 1961.—
The provisiong of rules 98 and 99 of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, shall
apply In relation to requisitioning of any premises, vehicle, vessel or animal ia
connectlon with the opinion poll as they apply in relation to requisitioning of any
premises, vehicle, vessel or animal under section 160 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, in connection with an election in the Union territory.

ForM 1
NOTICE OF QOPINION POLL
(Seelrule 1)
Notice is hereby given that—

(1) an opinjon pollis to be held for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the electors of

*(Goa *Goa
as  to whether
*Daman and Diu *Daman and Diu
) *Maharaghtra
hould merge in the State of. — or should continue to be a Union™erritory ;
*Gujarat
(2) the poll will be taken on between the hours
and
Place
Date
Opinion Poll Commissioner
*Strike out the portion not applicable.
Firm2
APPOINTMENT OF POLLING AGENT
(See rule 4)
Opinion Pol] in *Goa
*Damen and Diu
I, President R of, Party do hereby appoint
Goneral Secretary
Shri of. —as 2 polling agent to attend polling
Station No.
Place . President
. Signature of: —
Date General Secretary
I agree to act s such polling agent,
Place.
Date

Signature of polling agent,
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DECLARATION OT' POLLINGAGENT TO BE SIGNED BEFORE
PRESIDING OFTFICER

I hereby declare that at the above opinion poll Iwill not do anything forbidden by
ﬁection 128 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 as made applicable by section 30 of
Goa, Daman and Diu (Opinion Poll) Act, 1966,* which I have rcad/has beenread over to me.

t
Date Signature of polling agent
Signed before me,

Date Signature of Presiding Officer

*Surike out the portion not applicable.

@Section 128 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and Section 30 of the Goa, Daman
asd Diu (Opinion Poll) Act, 1966 (reproduced below)

EXTRACT FROM THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1951
® * » L] *

128, Maintenance of Secrecy of Voting.—(1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other person
who performs any duty in conneciion with the recording or counting of votes at an election shall
mgintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the voting and shall not (except for some purpose
awthorized by or under anylaw) communicate toany person anyinformation calculated Lo violate
such secrecy.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term Which may exiend to three months or with flne or with both.

* W " * - *

EXTRACIT FROM:THEYGOA, DAMAN AND;:DIU (OPINION POLL)ACT, 719¢6.
" * " * ™ -

30. Other electoral O fficers.—The provisions of sections125to 132 and 134t0 136 of the
Representation ofthe People Act, 1951, (4? of 1951}, shall,sofar asmaybe, apply 10 an opinion
poll as theyapply toafielection under that Act, and any reference in those provisions to—

(a) the chief clectoral officer shall be omitted,

(b) a returning officer and anassistant returbingofficerfshall be construed asu reference
to anopinion pollcommissioner and an assistantopinion poll commissioner respectively.
" " * W » L]

TiorMm 3
APPLICATION FOR POLL DUTY CERTIFICATE

(Sce tule 7)
To
The Opinion Poll Commissioner,
*Goa/*Daman  and Diu
Sir, . .
Iintend to cast my vote in person at the ensuing opinion poll. I have been posted on
poll duty at a polling station other than the polling station at which I am entitled to vote.

My name is entered at SI, No.————-—in Part No.—————of the elccloral roll for
assembly constituency.

1 request that a poll duty certificate in Form 4 may be issued to enable me to vote at the.
polling station where T may bcon dutyon the pollingday. Itmay besent to me at the following
address :

e

Yours faithfully,

Place
Date

#Strike out the entry not applicable.
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FoRrRM 4
POLL DUTY CERTIFICATE
(See Rules 7 and 22)
Certified that Shri is an elector for the opinion "poll, being an
¢lector in the -assembly constituency, that by reason of his being on pol 1

duty heis unable to vote at the polling station where he is entitled to vote, and that heis therc-
fore hereby authorised to vote at  any polling station he may be on duty on the date of poll.

Place
Signature
Date (Opinion Poll Commissioner)
ForM 5
DECLARATION BY ELECTOR
(See rules 11, 12 and 40)
*(50a
e et ot ot et Opinion Poll.

#*Daman and Diu

I herebydeclare that I am tha elector to whom the postal ballot paper bearing serial num-
bt ——— —— has been issued at the ubove opinion poll.

Signature of elector

Address

Attestation of Signature

The above has bzen signed in my presence by———————————w (elector)
who is parsonally known to m2/has beenidentified tomy satisfaction by
(identifier) who is p:rsonally knowa to me,

Signature of idntifizr if A0y = — m e Signature of Attesting Officer
Address Designation

Address

Date

#Strike out the entry not applicable.
Form 6
COVER

(5ee rules 11, 12 and 40)

{(A) NOT TO BE OPENED BEFORE COUNTING

*Gon
Opinion Poll

*Diman and Diu
POSTAL BALLOT PAPER

Serial number of ballot paper, ... ...ovv i

#Strike out the entry not applicable.
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ForM 7
COVER

(See rules 1T and 40)

[Every officer under whose care or through whom

Cover | a postal ballot paper is sent shall ensure its delivery
B to the addressee without delay—Rule 11 (3) of the

Gua, Daman and Diu (Opinion Poll) Rules, 1966.] ‘

Service
unpaid

Opinion Poll~IMMEDIATE
" POSTAL BALLOT PAPER

For *Goa

*Daman and Diu
(NOT TO BE OPENED BEFORE COUNTING)

The Opinion Poll Commissioner

Sighature of sender*t

*(pinion poll commissioner to strike out the entry not applicable.

**Qpinjon pollcommlssioner to mention here his full postal address.

ForMm 8
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF ELECTIONS

(See rules 11, 12 and 13)

Opinion poll in *Goa

*Daman and Diu

%Tnez alternatives which arce printed on the ballot paper scnt herewith are the issues at the
opinjon poll.

If you desire to vote, you should record your vote in accordance with the directions

given in Part I below and then follow the instructions contained in Parr 11,

ParRT L—Diractions to electors

1. You have only one vote.

2. You must not vote on or fear both the symbols.  If you do so, your ballot paper

will be rejected.

3. Record the vote by placing clearly a mark oppositc the symol for which you wish to
give that vote,

The mark should be 80 placed as to indicate clearly and beyond doubt whether your
vote is for merger or for Union territory,  If the mark is 5o placed as to make it doubt-
tul whether the vote is for marger or for Unjon territory, that vote will be invalid,
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3. An clector shall obtain the attestation of his signature on the declaration in Form
% by a stipendiary magistrate, or

(a) if heis a member of the Armed Forces of the Unjon, or of an armed police force
of the Union tcmmcriy but is serving outside that Union territory, by such officer
a3 may be appointed in this behalt by the Commanding Officer of the unit, shi
orestablishmentin which the voter or her husband, as the case may be, is employed,
or if he i3 employed under the Government of Inida in a post outside India, by
such officer, as may be appointed in this behalf by the diplomatic or congalar
representative of Indiain the countryin which such voteris resident;

(b) if he is under preventive detention, by the Superintendent of the Jail or the Com-
mandant of the detention camp in which he is under detention,

Part I1—Instructions for Eleciors.

1. (@) After you have recorded your vote on the balot paper, place the ballot paper in the
smaller cover marked 'A’ sent herewith. (lose the cover and secure it a by seal or otherwise.

(b) You have then to sign the declaration in Form, 5 also sent herewith, in the presence of &
stipendiary magistrate or any other officer competent to attest your signature (Ses direction 5
in Part I abow:%. ‘Take the declaration to any such officer and sign it in his presence after he
has been satisfied about your identity. The officer will attest your sighatiire and return the

declaration to you. You must ot show your ballot paper to the atresting Officer nor tell him how
you have voted.

(Y After your declaration has been signed and your signature has been attosted in accordance
with item (b), placc the declaration Form § us also the smaller cover marked ‘A’ cottaining
the ballot paper in the larger cover marked ‘B’. After closing the larger cover, send it to the
opinion poll commissioner by post, You have to give your full signature in the space provided
on the covermarked ‘B’ but no postage stamp need be affixed by you.

(e) Youmust engure that the cover reaches the opinion poll commissioner *before—
p-m. on the* (date).

o

(f) Please note that—

(i) if you fail to got your daclaration attested or certified in the manner indicated
above, your ballot paper will be rejected ; and

(i) if the cover reaches the opinion poll commissioner after* ——o—o———p.m.
/ on the #¥— . (date), your vote will not be counted,

*Here specify the hour and date fixed for the close of the poll.
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LIST OF CHALLENGED VOTES

(see rule 23)
*GOA
OPINION POLL IN-
«DAMAN AND DIU
Polling Station., . ..... seanervers
Serisinumber of  Signature  Address of  Nameof Name of Order of  Signatureofchallen-
Num- Name of clector or thumb the person identifier challenger Presiding ger on receiving
berof Partof Elector’s impression cha%cnged ifany refund of deposit
entry - roll name in of the
that part  person
I 2 3 4 5 6 T 9 10

#Strike out the entry not applicable,

Signature of Preaiding Officer.

Py oy

AUVRIMOTHEXE VIONT JO' RLLFEYD THE
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- FORM 10
LIST OF BLINb AND INFIRM VOTERS

(See rule 27)

*Goa
Qpinion Poll
*Daman and Diu
No. and name of polling station. . ......cocouirvnnvierirrnrrnnnennns ireanas Crrerarrrans
Part No. and Serial Full name of Full Name of Address of  Signature of
No. of elector elector companion " companion companion
Date............
’ Signature of Presiding O fficer.

*Strike out the portion not applicable.
ForM 11

LIST OF TENDERED VOTES
(See rules 29 and 33)

*Goa

Opinion Poll in
*Daman and Diu.

Number and Name of Polling Statlon  ..............c000uu

Part Number,serial Address of Serial numBer of ‘Serial number of Signature or
ballot paper issued thumb-impression

number and name of elector tendered ballot
elector paper to the person who of person tendering
has already voted vote
1 2 3 4 3
Date .....ovivvivnanens .
Signature of Prasiding O fficer.

*Strike out the entry not applicable.
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ForM 12

(See rule 32)
PART I-—Ballot paper account
*Goa

Qpinion Poll in
*Daman and Diu.

No. and name of polling station ., P T T e eraaaas

Serlal number Total rumter

1. Ballot papers received

2. Ballot papers not used

3. Ballot papers issued to voters

4. Ballot papers cancelled

4. Ballot papers used as tendered ballot papers

Date ..... Cereraaaeaaeaes Signature of Presiding O_ﬂ'iur.

....................

*Strike out the entry not applicable.

PART II—Counting of votes

Symbol representing Number of valld
votes cast

*Gon in the State of Maharashrra

1. Morger of
*Daman and Diu in the State of Gujarat

*Goa
2. Continuance of as Union territory
*Daman and Diu

Rejectred ballor papers

Total No. of ballot papers found in ballot boxes

Signature of the counting sUPervisor .. ....ooevievinenneas feeean ..

Date ...... e Signature of the Opinion Poll Commissioner .......... e Ceaens

#Strike out the entry not applicable.

FORM 13
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE/COUNTING AGENT
(See rule 37)

*Goa
Opinion Poll in

*Daman and Diu
To
The Opinion Poll Commissioner,
*(Goa

*Daman and Diu
President

» of the,.......... e Party, do hereby
General Secretary

appointShrl.................... nsthcrepresentatxvc/ccvrnr[ eperiofthe, . ..oovvuiviniuns,
Pary to attend the counting "of votes L
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Address of ropresentative/counting agent
Signature of .. iiiiiie e e i
of . ......... e Party.

1 agree to act as representative/counting agentof . ... ...... Cieean ..Party at the counting
of votes at,....cvvvicenannnren
Place .............. ies Signarure of representative
Date ............. vares Counting egent IR '

DECLARATION OF THE REPRESENTATIVE/COUNTING AGENT
(to be signed before the Opinion Poll Commissioner)
I hereby declare that at the above opinion pollI willnot do anything forbidden by section
128** of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, as made aﬁglicable by section 30 of the Goa,
Daman and Diu (O pinion Poll) Act, 1966, Waich® I have read/has been read over to me.

Signature of representative

Date ..... Chaaaas Ceeaaaas rreaaa iereens R
Counting agent
Signed before me,
Date....., Ceerareans veas Qpinion Poll Comnmissioner

*Strike out the inappropriate alternative.
s« 3ection 128 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and section 30 of the Goa,
Daman and Diu (Opinion Poll) Act, 1966 (Reproduced below),

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1951

128. Maintenance of Secrecy of Voting.— (3 Every officer, clezk, agent or other
porson wWho performs any duty 1n connection with the recording or counting of votes at an
election shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, thesecrecy ofthe voting and shalinot (except for
some purpose authorized by or under any law) communicate to atty Pperson any information cal-
culated to violate such secrecy.

(2) Any person Who contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or with fine or with both.

GOA, DAMAN AND DIU (OPINION POLL) ACT, 1966

Other 30, The provisions ofsections 125to132and 134to 136 of
elactoral the Representation of the Peaple Act, 1951, shall, so far as may 43 of 195X
offences. be, apply to an opinion pollasthey apply toan election under

that Act, and any reference in those provisions to—

(a) the chief electoral officer shall be omitted;

(%) areturning officer and an assistant returning officer shall
be construed as a refeience to an opinion poll commis~
sioner and an atsistant op nion poll commissioner
respectively.
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Final Result  Sheet
(se¢ rules 40, 42 and 46)
*Gog
*Daman and Din

Opinion Poll

Number of valid votes cast in favour of Teotal Numberof Total Nmnberof Remarks
Polling siations of valid  rejeceed
*Goa Contimugnce of vOres votes votcs
Merger of with *Goa

*Daman and Diu

*Maharashtra *Daiman and Din

—_— as Union territory
*Gujarat
Serial number

Total number of votes
recorded at polling sta-

ANVNIGUOVEIXT VIONI 40 ZLLTIVO THIL

Number of votes re-
corded on postal ballot
papers

g g

156
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ForMm 15A
(See rule 46)

DECLARATION OF THE RESULT OF THE OPINION POLL IN GOA

I declare that the result of the Opinion Poll taken on the
1957 in Goa is as follows :—

Thb total number of electors s

........................................

The total number of electors who voted at the
Qpinion Pollis . .

The total number of votesrejected as Invalid is .

Tﬂe total number of electors of Goa who are of

the opinion that Goa should merge in the Statb
of Maharashtra is . .

. L R R R R A R N A A A

The total number of electors of Goa who are of
the opinion that Goa should continue to be
Unfon Temtory is

Place

cevene Opinion Poll Commissioner, Goa,
Form 15B
(See rule 46)

DECLARATION OF THE RESULT OF THE OPINION POLL IN DAMAN AND DIU

I declare that the result of the Opinion Poll taken on the ...... .
BECETREETE Feeertraans 1967 in Daman and Diu is as follows :-—

The total number of clcctors ig

The total number of electors who ’havc voted at
the Opinjon Poll is .

The total nimber of votes refected as Invalld1s , ..o it ereriee et cvn v eannenns
The total number of electors of Daman and Diu
who are of the opinion that Daman and Diu
should merge in the State of GUJaratls . . ....iceiiiiviiii i
"'The total number of electors of Daman and Diu
who are of the opinion that Daman and Diu
uhould continue to be Unjon Territory .

..............................

....................

.................... Opinion Poll Conu.dmsioncr, Daman and Diu.

[No. F. 10/49/66-SR(R)]
K.R.PRABHU, Jt. Secy.
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