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DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 11th January 1972

No. 1/24/72-M.—On December 30, 1971, the death occurred
in Trivandrum of Dr. Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai, Secretary to
the Government of India in the Department of Atomic Energy,
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Chairman, Indian
Space Research Organisation.

In his passing, India loses an outstanding scientist.
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To Dr. Sarabhai fell the difficult task of succeeding that
great pioneer, Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabha. Where a lesser
man would have been daunted, Dr. Sarabhai accepted the
challenge and threw himself into his work with that restless
energy and imagination which were so characteristic of him.
As head of India's prime scientific institution, he pursued some
of Dr. Bhabha's dreams to fruition, and greatly enriched his
legacy in the field of atomic energy.

It was given to Dr. Sarabhai not merely to consolidate the
vision of his predecessor, but to push Indian science into new
quests. Pioneer and prime architect of space research in India,
he opened new vistas for its development. He brought together
a band of devoted young scientists at the Physical Research
Laboratory, Ahmedabad and the Space Establishment at
Thumba, who dedicated themselves under his leadership to the
development of space science. The first fruits of the new-found
confidence in this field were the rocket launching facilities at
Thumba and Sriharikota, the work undertaken at the Space
Science and Technology Centre and other related units, and
the construction of the Satellite Communication Earth Station
at Arvi. The powerful impress left by Dr. Sarabhai on these
institutions, probing the latest frontiers of scientific knowledge,
perhaps represent his most enduring bequest to the advance-
ment of Indian science.

A warm humanist, Dr. Sarabhai passionately believed that
11 scientist ought not to pursue pure knowledge for its own sake,
but should be constantly alive to his obligations towards
society. Throughout his life, he dedicated himself whole-
heartedly to this ideal. He conceived of science as a hand-
maiden to human betterment. Thus were born his projects
for the utilisation of satellite television as an aid to agricultural
extension, family planning and mass education, particularly
in the rural areas, and for the use of atomic energy in agro-
industrial complexes and the desalination of water.

Born in 1919, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai was educated at the
GJujarat College, Ahmedabad and at St. John's College,
Cambridge in the United Kingdom. During the Second World
War, he worked as a Research Scholar in the field of Cosmic
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Rays at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore under the
late Dr. C. V. Raman, Nobel Laureate, later returning to
Cambridge to conduct research on photo-fission at the Cavendish
Laboratory. In 1947, he received his doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. He was Professor of Cosmic Ray Physics
and Director of the Physical Research Laboratory at Ahmed-
abad and Director of the Space Science and Technology Centre,
Trivandrum. His major interest in research centered on the
astro-physical implications of cosmic ray time variations. The
work done by him in collaboration with his students at the
research stations of Ahmedabad, Gulmarg, Kodaikanal, Tri-
vandrum and Chacaltaya in Bolivia led to the discovery of the-
new solar relationships of cosmic ray variations. During the
past ten years, he was Visiting Professor at the Laboratory
for Nuclear Sciences at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, Cambridge, USA.

He was awarded the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Memorial
Award for Physics in 1962, and Padma Bhushan in 1966.

Dr. Vikram Sarabhai was a distinguished, member of the
Indian scientific community—a Fellow of the Indian Academy
of Sciences and the Indian National Science Academy, a
member of the National Council for Science Education, Hono-
rary Director of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmed-
abad and a Fellow of several other learned societies in India.

In the international scientific world, Dr. Sarabhai dis-
tinguished himself as a member of the International Pugwash
Continuing Committee, the United Nations Scientific Advisory
Committee, and the Inter-Union Commission of Solar Terres-
trial Physics of the International Council of Scientific Unions.
He was elected Scientific Chairman of the United Nations Con-
ference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space held in Vienna
in August, 1968 and President of the Fourteenth Session of
the General Conference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency in September, 1970. He was also one of the Vice-Presi-
dents of the United Nations Fourth International Conference
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on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy held in Geneva in 1971.

In the death of Dr. Sarabhai, the nation hai lost an eminent
scientist who distinguished himself in diverse fields; an orga-
niser of unique ability who left the imprint Df his genius on
several scientific institutions of his creation and above all, an
ardent patriot who dedicated himself to the application of
3cience and technology for the welfare of the nation.

The Government of India extends its deepest sympathy lo
Smt. Mrinalini Sarabhai, Smt. Sarlaben Sarabhai and other
members of his family in this hour of grief—a grief which is
shared by the entire nation.

R. BHAKTAVATSALU, Add]. Secy.
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