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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION

(Department of Food)

ORDER
New Delhi, the 6th October 1976

G.S.R. 832 (F).—Whereas the Central Government is of opinion that it is
necessary and expedient so to do for securing the equitable distribution of rice
and paddy in the Southern States of India;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 (10 of 1955), the Central Government hereby
makes the following Order, namely:—

1. Short title, extent and commencement—(1) This Order may be called the
Bice and Paddy (Southern Zone) Movement Control Order, 1976.

(2) It extends to the States of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
and the areas comprising Yanam, Pondicherry and Karaikal in the Union territory
of Pondicherry.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.—In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) "export" means to take or cause to be taken by any means whatso-

ever,—
(i) for purposes o f movement of paddy, from any place within a "specifi-

ed area" to any place outside it, and from any place within the
Southern Zone to any place outside it; and
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(li) f— loses of movement of rice, from any plac* within the Southern
e to any place outside it;

(b) " means to take or cause to be taken by any means -whatso-
ever,—

(i) for purposes of movement of paddy, from any place outside any
"specified area" to any place in it; or

(ii) for purposes of movement of rice, from any place outside the Southern
Zone to any place in it;

(c) "rice" means dehusked paddy and includes broken rice and producte
of rice other than rice bran or husk and does not include paddy;

(d) "State Government" means the Government of a State included in th»
Southern Zone and includes the Administrator of the Union territory
of Pondicherry;

(e) "Southern Zone" means the territory comprised within the States at
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and the areas com-
prising Yanam. Pondicherry and Karaikal in the Union territory ol
Pondicherry;

(f) ''specified area" means any of the following areas within th« Southern
Zone, namely:—

(i) the State of Andhra Pradesh and the area comprising Yanam in th»
Union territory of Pondicherry;

(ii) the State of Tamil Nadu and the areas comprising Pondicherry and
Karaikal in the Union territory of Pondicherry;

(iii) the State of Karnataka.
3 Restrictions on export and Import of rice.—(1) No person shall export or

attempt to export or abet the export of rice from any place within the Southern
Zone except under and in accordance with a permit issued by—

(a) the Central Government or by any officer authorised by it in this be-
half, or

(b) the State Government concerned or by any officer authorised in thit
behalf by that Government subject to the condition that such ex-
ports under permits shall be regulated in accordance with such dir-
ections as mav be issued by the Central Government in this behalf
from time to time.

(2) No person shall import or attempt to import or abet the import of rlc? into
any place within the Southern Zone except under and in accordance with a permit
issued by—

(a) the Central Government or by any officer authorised by it in this behalf;
Or

(b) the State Government concerned or by any officer authorised in thli be-
half by that Government, subject to the condition that auch import!
under permits shall be regulated in accordance with such direction*
as may be Issued by the Central Government in this behalf from Vm*
to time:

Provided that nothing contained In sub-clauses (1) and (2) shall apply to th«
export of rice from and Import of rice into any place within the Southern Zone—

(i) not exceeding five kilograms In weight In the aggregate by a bona flde
traveller as part of his luggage; or

(ii) on Central Government account; or
(iil) under and in accordance with Military Credit Notes; or
(lv) where such export or import is of gift rice received under the Indo-UB

Agreement on Relief Supplies, 196E-, or
(v) by or on behalf of Lbe Food Corporation of India established under section

3 of the Food Corporations Act, 1964 (3T of 1964):
Provided further that it shall be lawful for a person to Import rice, being 1h«

produce ol his own land situated in a SHte o u t ^ p tv,p Southern /.one. for bona
nde consumption by himself and the members of his family, under and in accordaic*
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with a permit Issued by the Central Government or the State Government con-
cerned or by any officer authorised in that behalf by the Central Government or,
ag the case may be by the State Government,

4. Restrictions on Transport of Rice to or from or within the Border Area.—
No person shall transport, attempt to transport or abet the transport of rice—

(a) to any place in the border area from any place outside that area, or

(b) from any place in the border area to any other place In that ares,

•xport under and In accordance with a permit issued by the State Government
concerned or any officer authorised by that Government in tftis behalf:

Provided that noihinp contained herein shalil apply to the transport or rloe—

(i) on Central Government account; or

(ii) under and in accordance with Military Credit Notes; or

(iii) by or on behalf of the Food Corporation of India established under section
3 oi the Food Corporations Act, 19Q4 (37 of 1904); or

(iv) wilhin the same town or village in the border area; or

(v) from a village in the border area to the nearest gialn market (mandi) in
the States of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka whether such market
(mandi) is within or ouiside the border area; or

(vi) not exceeding twenty kilograms in weight in the aggregate at one time by
a bona fide resident of the border area for domestic consumption; or

(vii) not exceeding five kilograms in weight in the aggregate by a bona Jld«
travelLcr as part of hl= luggage; or

(vlii) being gift rice received under the Indo-US Agreement on Relief Supplier,
1968:

Provided further that nothing contained jn th*s clause shall arjplv to the trans-
port ot rice by the Andhra Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this clause, 'border area' means—

(i) the area falling within the fifteen-kilometer bell inside the Southern Zonf
and adjoining the States of Kerala. Madhya Pradesh, Mshwashtra ana
Orissa and the area comprising Goa in the Union territory of Go*
Daman and Diu;

(ii) such area as may be notified by the State Government with thia prior ap-
proval of the Central Government.

5. Restrictions on tbrouffh Transport of Rice.—No person shall transport
attempt to transport or abet the transport of rice from one place outside th«
Southern Zone to another place outside the Zone through any place within that
Zone unless—

(a) in the case of transport by rail, the rice ia not ofHoeded at any place
within the Southern Zone; or

(b) In the case of tranatwt other than by rail, the Government of the State
in which the transport commences or any officer authorised in this
behalf by that Government han issued a permit for the transport o*
the rice through the Southern Zone.

fl. Fes'tlctlons on Exw>»t ol Paddy.—No person shall export or attempt to export
or ab?t the export of paddy from anv piece • vithin a s^f-citled area to a piece out-
Bide that srea or from any nkice witniin the Southern Zone to any place outside It
except unrVr and in accordsnee with a permit issued by—

(i) thp Central Government or by any officer authorised by it in this behalf;
of
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(ii) the State Government concerned or by any officer authorised In this be-
half by that Government subject to the condition that such export*
under permits shall be regulated in accordance with such directions as
may be issued by the Central Government in this behalf from time to
time:

Provided that it shall be lawful for a person to export seed paddy not exceeding
lour quintals for bona fide agricultural purposes under and in accordance with a
permit Issued by the Central Government or the State Government concerned or
by any officer authorised in thia behalf by tho Central Government or as the case
may be, by the State Government.

7. Restrictions on Transport of Paddy to, from or within the Border A r e a -
No person sh'all transport, attempt to transport or abet the transport of paddy—

(a) to any place In the border area from any other place outside that area; or

(b) from any place in the border area to any place outside that area; or

(c) from any place In the border area to any other place In that area, except
under and In accordance with a permit issued by the State Govern-
ment concerned or any officer authorised by that Government in thii
behalf.

Bxplavation. — For the purposes of transport of paddy, 'border area' means the
•rea as dtflned in the EXPLANATION to clause 4.

8. Exemptions.—Nothing contained in clause 6 or clause 7 shall apply to the
export or transport of paddy—

(i) on Central Government account; or

(ii) under and in accordance with military Credit Notes; or

(iil) by or on behalf of the Food Corporation of India established under sec-
tion 3 of the Food Corporations Act, 1964 (37 of 1964); or

(Iv) not exceeding five kilograms in weight In the aggregate by a bora fide
tre'.-eller as part of his luggage; or

<v) beins; tha whole or part of the produce of land cultivated or owned by a
person for his domestic consumption in a place outside the Southern
Zrae under and in accordance with a permit granted bjy the competent
authority; or

(vi) within the same town or village in th# border area; or

(vii.) from a village in the border area to the nearest market (mandij in the
Southern Zone whiether such market (mandi) is within or outside the
border a^aa; or

(viil) lein# received as gift under the Indo-US Agreement on Relief Supplies,
1968; or

(ix) not exceeding twenty kilograms in weight In the aggregate at one time by
a bona fide resident of the border area for domestic consumption.

9. Powers of Entry Search, Seizure Etc.— (1) Any Police officer not below the
rank of a Head Constable or any o'hcr officer authorised In this behalf by the
Central Government or by the State Government under a notification specifying
tbo rank of such officer may, with a view to securing compliance with this Order
or to satisfying himself that this Order has been complied with,—

fa) stop and search any person or any boat, motor or other vehicle or any
rr.ceptaele used or Intended to be used for the export or transport of
rice or paddy

(b) enter, search or examine any place:
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(c) seize—
(1) any stock of rice or paddy in respect oi which he has reason to

Deiieve that a contravention of. any of the provisions of this Order
has been, is being, or is about to De committed; and

iji) any packages, coverings or receptacles in which such stocks of rice 01
paddy is sound; and

(iii) the animals, veiucles, vessels, or oilier conveyances used in carrying
such stocKs of rice or paddy, if he has reason to bei'ieve that aucn
animais, vehicj.es, vesseis or other conveyances are liable to be
loneitea under the provisions of the Essential Commodities Act,
1955 (10 oi 1955), and thereafter take or authorise the taking of all
measures necessary tor seeming ihe production of the packages,
coverings, receptacles, animals, vehicles, vessels or other convey-
ances so seized, before tae Cou^cior ot the district or the Presi-
dency-town, if required vo do so, and for their safe custody pend-
ing such production;

(iv) examine or seize any books oi accounts or documents which in his
opinion shan oe useiui tor, or relevant to, any proceedings in
respect of any contravention oi this Order and allow the person
from whose custody such books of accounts or documents are
seized to make copies thereof or to take extracts therelrom in his
presence.

(2) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 1973 (2 of 1974)
relating to search and seizures shall, so far as may be, apply to searches and
seizures under this clause.

10. Establishment of Check Post or Barrier and Inspection of Rice or paddy
while In Xransit.—(1) With a view to preventing tne smuggling of rice or paddy or
to the proper enforcement of this Order in any pJace or places in any area to which
this Order extends, the Stale Government muy by notification, direct the setting
up of a check post or the erection oi a barrier, or both, at such place or places as
may be notified.

(2) At every check post or barrier mentioned in sub-clause (1) or at any other
place when so required by any oilicer empowered by the State Government in this
behalf the driver or any other person in charge of a Roods vehicle or boat shall stop
the vehicle Or boat, as the case may be, ana keep it stationary as long as may
reasonably be necessary, and allow the officer in charge of the check post or the
barrier, or the officer empowered as aforesaid, to examine the contents in the
vehicle or boat and inspect all records relating to the rice or paddy which is in the
possession or custody of such driver or other person in charge, who shall if so
required by the said officer, give his name and address and the name and address
of the owner of the vehicle or boat, and the full particulars of th© owner of any
rice or paddy stock found in his possession or custody.

(3) If any rice or paddy which is under transport by a goods vehicle or boat
is not covered by a permit issued by a competent authority, the officer in charge
of the check post or the barrier, or tine officer empowered under sub-clause (2),
snail have power to seize the rice or paddy, as the case may be, and take such
further measures as are considered necessary by him in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973* (2 of 1974).

11. Repeal and Saving.—The Rice (Southern Zone) Movement Control Order,
1957 and the Southern States ((Regulation of Export of Rice) Order, 1964 issued by
the Central Government are hereby repealed, except as respects things done or
jmitted to be done lor such repeal.

LNo. 4(SRZ)(2)/76-D&R(I)—41]

L. C. GUPTA, Jt. Secy.
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