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KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

TENTH SESSION
THE KARNATAKA POLICE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021
(LA Bill No. 37 of 2021)

A Bill further to amend the Karnataka Police Act, 1963.

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Karnataka Police Act, 1963
(Karnataka Act 4 of 1964), for the purpose hereinafter appearing:

Be it enacted by the Karnataka State Legislature in the Seventy second year
of the Republic of India as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called the
Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act, 2021.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 2.-In section 2 of the Karnataka Police Act, 1963
(Karnataka Act 04 of 1964) (here in after referred to as the Principal Act) in clause
(3)-

(a) after the words “Profit or gain” occurring in two places the words “or

otherwise” shall be inserted.

(b) in clause (7),

(i) for the words "gaming" does not include a lottery but includes all

forms of wagering or betting in connection with any game of chance

Q)
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except wagering or betting on a horse-race run on any race course
within or outside the State, when such wagering or betting takes
place" the words "gaming means and includes online games,
involving all forms of wagering or betting, including in the form of
tokens valued in terms of money paid before or after issue of it, or
electronic means and virtual currency, electronic transfer of funds
in connection with any game of chance, but does not include a
lottery or wagering or betting on horse-race run on any race course
within or outside the State, when such wagering or betting takes

place” shall be substituted.

(ii) in the explanation in item (i) the following shall be inserted at the
end, namely:-
"any act or risking money, or otherwise on the unknown result of an
event including on a game of skill and any action specified above
carried out directly or indirectly by the players playing any game or
by any third parties".
(c) for clause (11) the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(11) 'Instruments of gaming' includes any article used or intended to be
used as a subject or means of gaming, including computers, computer
system, mobile app or internet or cyber space, virtual platform, computer
network, computer resource, any communication device, electronic
applications, software and accessory or means of online gaming, any
document, register or record or evidence of any gaming in electronic or
digital form, the proceeds of any online gaming as or any winning or prizes
in money or otherwise distributed or intended to be distrubted inrespect
of any gaming;

Explanation: The words ‘computer’, ‘communication device’, ‘computer

network’, ‘computer resource’, ‘computer system’, ‘cyber café’ and ‘electronic

record’ used in this Act shall have the respective meaning assigned to them

in the Information Technology Act, 2000 (Central Act 21 of 2000)".
(d) after clause (12) the following shall be inserted, namely:-

"(12A) “Online gaming” means and includes games as defined in

clause (7) played online by means of instruments of gaming,
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computer, computer resource, computer net work, computer system
or by mobile app or internet or any communication device, electronic

application, software or on any virtual platform;"
(e) In clause (13), the following shall be inserted at the end, namely:-

"including a recreation club or on virtual platform, mobile app or
internet or any communication device, electronic application,
software, online gaming and computer resource as defined in

Information Technology Act, 2000(Central Act 21 of 2000) or under
this Act;"

3. Amendment of Section 78.-In section 78 of the Principal Act, In sub-

section (1) in clause (a),-

(a) after the words "enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place" the words and
figures "or at cyber café or online gaming involving wagering or betting
including computer resource or mobile application or internet or any
communication device as defined in the Information Technology Act,
2000 (Central Act 21 of 2000)" shall be inserted.

(i) in clause (vi) after the words "depend on chance or" the words "skill of
other" shall be inserted.

(ii) after the clause (vi) the following shall be inserted, namely:-

"(vijon any act on risking money or otherwise on the
unknown result of an event including on a game of skill";

or

(iiij  in the hanging para for the words "one year" the words "three years"
and for the words "one thousand" the words "one lakh" shall be
substituted.

(iv) in the proviso for the words “one month” the words “six months” and
for the words “five hundred” the words “ten thousand” shall
respectively be substituted;

(b) In sub-section (2),-

(i) after the words "sub section or present" the words "or aids or abets"

shall be inserted;



®

(ii) for the words "one month" the words "six months" and for the words
"five hundred" the words "ten thousand" shall be respectively

substituted,;

(c) In sub-section (3), for the words "three months" the words "one year" and
for the words "three hundred" the words "twenty thousand" shall be

respectively substituted.
4. Amendment of Section 79.- In section 79 of the Principal Act,-

(i) in the hanging para, for the words "one year" the words "three years" shall
be substituted and after the word "fine" the words "up to rupees one lakh" shall be

inserted;
(ii) in the proviso,-
(@) in clause (a) for the words "three months" the words "six months"

and for the words "five hundred" the words "ten thousand" shall be

respectively substituted;

(b) in clause (b) for the words "six months" the words "one year" and for
the words "five hundred" the words "fifteen thousand" shall be

respectively substituted; and

(c) in clause (c) for the words "nine months" the words "eighteen
months" and for the words "one thousand" the words "twenty

thousand" shall be respectively substituted.
5. Amendment of Section 80.-In section 80 of the Principal Act,-

(i) for the words "one year" the words "three years" shall be substituted and

after the word "fine" the words "upto rupees one lakh" shall be inserted;
(ii) in the proviso,-
(a) in clause (a) for the words "one month" the words "six months" and

for the words "two hundred" the words "ten thousand" shall be

respectively substituted;

(b) in clause (b) for the words "three months" the words "one year" and
for the words "two hundred" the words "fifteen thousand" shall be

respectively substituted; and
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(c) in clause (c) for the words "six months" the words "eighteen months"
and for the words "five hundred" the words "twenty thousand" shall
be respectively substituted.

6. Amendment of Section 87.-In section 87 of the Principal Act,-

(a) after the words "suspected to be gaming" the words "or aiding or
abetting such gaming" shall be inserted;

(b) for the words "three months" the words "six months" and for the words
"three hundred" the words "Ten thousand" shall be respectively
substituted.

7. Amendment of Section 114.- In section 114 of the Principal Act, after
the words “fine” the words “which shall not be less than twenty five thousand but
which may extend to rupees one lakh” shall be inserted.

8. Insertion of section 128A.-After section 128 the Principal Act the
following shall be inserted, namely:-

“128A.Certain offences to be Cognizable, Non-bailable,-

(1) All offences under chapter VII except section 87; and all offences
under section 90, 108, 113, 114 and 123 under chapter VIII shall be
cognizable and non-bailable;

(2) Offences under section 87 shall be cognizable and bailable .”

9. Amendment of section 176.-In section 176 of the Principal Act, the words “and

to wagering by persons taking part in such game of skill” shall be omitted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

It is consider necessary further to amend the Karnataka Police Act,
1963 (Karnataka Act 4 of 1964) to provide for,-
(i) effective enforcement of the provisions of this Act by making offences under
Chapter VII and under section 90, 98, 108, 113,114 and 123 as cognizable
offence and non-bailable except section 87 which is made cognizable and
bailable;
(ii) include the wuse of cyberspace including computer resources or any

communication devise as defined in Information Technology Act, 2000 in the
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process of gaming. to curb the menace of gaming through internet, mobile
app;

(iii) enhance the punishment for Gaming for the orderly conduct of citizens and
to wean them away from the vice of gambling;

(iv) certain other consequential amendments are also made.

Hence the Bill,
FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM
There is no extra expenditure involved the proposed legislative measure.

AARAGA JNANENDRA
Minister for Home

M.K. VISHALAKSHI
Secretary (I/c)
Karnataka Legislative Assembly
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ANNEXURE
Extract from the Karnataka Police Act, 1963

(Karnataka Act 4 of 1964)

XX XX XX
2. Definitions.— In this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires,—
XX XX XX

(3) “common gaming-house” means a building, room, tent,
enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place in which any instruments of gaming
are kept or used for the profit or gain of the person owning, occupying,
or keeping such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or
place, or of the person using such building, room, tent, enclosure,
vehicle, vessel or place, whether he has a right to use the same or not,
such profit or gain being either by way of a charge for the use of the
instruments of gaming or of the building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle,
vessel or place, or otherwise howsoever or as subscription or other
payment for the use of facilities along with the use of the instruments
of gaming or of the building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or
place for purposes of gaming;

Explanation.— In this clause “person” includes a company,
association, club or other body of persons whether incorporated or not.
XX XX XX

(7) “gaming” does not include a lottery but includes all forms of
wagering or betting in connection with any game of chance, except
wagering or betting on a horse-race run on any race course within or
outside the State, when such wagering or betting takes place,—

(i) on the day on which such race is run; and

(ii) in an enclosure set apart for the purpose in a race course by
the licensee of such race course under the terms of the licence issued
under section 4 of the Mysore Race Courses Licensing Act, 1952
(Mysore Act VIII of 1952); and

(iii) between any person being present in such enclosure, on the
one hand and such licensee or other person licensed by such licensee
in terms of the aforesaid licence on the other in such manner and by
such contrivance as may be permitted by such licence.

Explanation.—In this clause,—

(i) ‘wagering or betting,’ includes the collection or soliciting of bets,
the receipt or distribution of winnings or prizes, in money or otherwise,
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in respect of any act which is intended to aid or facilitate wagering or
betting or such collection, soliciting, receipt or distribution;

(ii) ‘game of chance’ includes a game of chance and skill combined
and a pretended game of chance or of chance and skill combined, but
does not include any athletic game or sport;

XX XX XX

(11) “instruments of gaming” includes any article used or intended
to be used as a subject, or means of gaming, any document used or
intended to be used as a register or record or evidence of any gaming,
the proceeds of any gaming and any winnings or prizes in money or
otherwise distributed or intended to be distributed in respect of any
gaming;

XX XX XX

(13) “place” includes a building, a tent, a booth or other erection,
whether permanent or temporary, or any area whether enclosed or
open;

XX XX XX

(18) “public place” includes the foreshore, the precincts of every
public building or monument, and all places accessible to the public
for drawing water, washing or bathing or for the purpose of recreation;

XX XX XX

(20) “street” includes any highway, bridge, way over a causeway,
viaduct, arch, quay or wharf or any road, lane, footway, square, court,
alley or passage accessible to the public, whether a thoroughfare or not;

XX XX XX

(23) “vehicle” means any carriage, cart, van, dray, truck, hand-
cart or other conveyance of any description and includes a bicycle,
tricycle, a rickshaw, an automatic car, a vessel or an aeroplane.

XX XX XX

78. Opening, etc., of certain forms of gaming.— (1) Whoever,—

(a) being the owner or occupier or having the use of any building, room, tent,
enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place, opens, keeps or uses the same for the purpose of
gaming,—

(i) on a horse-race, or

(ii) on the market price of cotton, bullion or other commodity or on the digits of

the number used in stating such price, or

(iii) on the amount or variation in the market price of any such commodity or on

the digits of the number used in stating the amount of such variation, or

(iv) on the market price of any stock or share or on the digits of the number used

in stating such price, or

(v) on the number of registration or on the digits of the number of registration of
any motor vehicle using a public place, or
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(vi) on any transaction or scheme of wagering or betting in which the receipt or
distribution of winnings or prizes in money or otherwise is made to depend
on chance; or

(b) being the owner or occupier of any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle,
vessel or place knowingly or wilfully permits the same to be opened, occupied, kept or used
by any other person for the purpose of gaming on any of the objects aforesaid, or

(c) has the care or management of, or in any manner assists in, conducting the
business of, any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place opened,
occupied, kept or used for the purpose of gaming on any of the objects aforesaid, or

(d) advances or furnishes money for the purpose of gaming on any of the objects
aforesaid with persons frequenting any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel
or place,

shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to one year,
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both:

Provided that, in the absence of special reasons to be recorded in writing, the
punishment to be imposed on an offender on conviction for an offence under this sub-
section shall be imprisonment for not less than one month or fine of not less than five
hundred rupees or both.

(2) Whoever is found in any building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place
referred to in sub-section (1), gaming on any of the objects specified in that sub-section,
or present, for the purpose of gaming on any such object shall, on conviction, be punished
with imprisonment which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to five
hundred rupees or with both.

Any person found in any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or
place during any gaming therein on any of the objects specified in sub-section (1) shall be
presumed, until the contrary is proved, to have been there for the purpose of gaming on
such object.

(3) Whoever is found gaming on any of the objects specified in sub-section (1) in any
public street or thoroughfare or in any place to which the public have or are permitted to
have access shall, on conviction be punished with imprisonment which may extend to
three months or with fine which may extend to three hundred rupees, or with both.

XX XX XX

79. Keeping common gaming house, etc.— Any person who,—

(a) opens, keeps or uses any building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel,
or place for the purpose of a common gaming-house;

(b) being the owner or occupier of any such building, room, tent, enclosure,
vehicle, vessel, or place knowingly or wilfully permits the same to be opened,
occupied, kept or used by any other person for the purpose aforesaid;

(c) has the care or management of, or in any manner assists in conducting
the business of, any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel, or place
opened, occupied, kept or used for the purpose aforesaid; or

(d) advances or furnishes money for the purpose of gaming with persons
frequenting any such building, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel, or place,
shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to one year
and with fine:

Provided that,—

(a) for a first offence, such imprisonment shall not be less than three months
and fine shall not be less than five hundred rupees;
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(b) for a second offence, such imprisonment shall not be less than six months
and fine shall not be less than five hundred rupees; and

(c) for a third or subsequent offence, such imprisonment shall not be less
than nine months and fine shall not be less than one thousand rupees.

XX XX XX

80. Gaming in common gaming-house, etc.— Whoever is found in any
common gaming-house gaming or present for the purpose of gaming shall, on
conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to one year and with
fine:

Provided that,—

(a) for a first offence such imprisonment shall not be less than one month
and fine shall not be less than two hundred rupees;

(b) for a second offence such imprisonment shall not be less three months
and fine shall not be less than two hundred rupees; and

(c) for a third or subsequent offence such imprisonment shall not be less
than six months and fine shall not be less than five hundred rupees.

XX XX XX

87. Gaming in public streets.— Whoever is found gaming or reasonably
suspected to be gaming in any public street, or thoroughfare, or in any place to
which the public have or permitted to have access or in any race-course shall, on
conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three months or
with fine which may extend to three hundred rupees, or with both and where such
gaming consists of wagering or betting, any such person so found gaming shall, on
conviction, be punishable in the manner and to the extent referred to in section 80
and all moneys found on such person shall be forfeited to the Government.

Any police officer may seize all things reasonably suspected to be
instruments of gaming found in such public street, thoroughfare, place or race-
course or on or about the person of those whom he shall so arrest, and the
Magistrate may, on conviction of the offender, order such instruments to be
forthwith destroyed. When anything has been found on or about any person and a
court is satisfied that the police officer had reasonable grounds for suspecting that
such thing was an instrument of gaming, such circumstance shall, until the
contrary is proved, be evidence that such thing was an instrument of gaming and
that the person on or about whom the thing was found was present for the purpose
of gaming.

XX XX XX

90. Printing, publishing or distributing any news or information.—(1) No
person shall print, publish, sell, distribute or in any manner circulate any
newspaper, news-sheet or other document or any news or information with the
intention of aiding or facilitating gaming.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) shall, on
conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to six months and
with fine.

(3) Any Police Officer may enter and search any place for the purpose of
seizing, and may seize all things reasonably suspected to be used or to be intended
to be used, for the purpose of committing an offence under this section.
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(4) Any Police Officer may arrest without warrant any person who
contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1).

XX XX XX

108. Penalty for contravention of rules or directions under section 35,
38 or 39,— Whoever disobeys an order lawfully made under section 35, 38 or 39
or abets the disobedience thereof, shall, on conviction, be punished,—

(i) if the order disobeyed or of which the disobedience was abetted was made
under subsection (1) of section 35, or under section 38 or section 39, with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year but shall not, except for
reasons to be recorded in writing, be less than four months and shall also be liable
to fine;

(ii) if the said order was made under sub-section (2) of section 35, with
imprisonment which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to
one hundred rupees; and

(iii) if the said order was made under sub-section (3) of section 35, with fine
which may extend to one hundred rupees.

XX XX XX

113. Penalty for contravention of directions under sections 54, 55, 56
or 63.— Whoever opposes or disobeys or fails to conform to any direction issued
under sections 54, 55, 56 or 63 or abets opposition to or disobedience of any such
direction shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend
to one year, but shall not, except for reasons to be recorded in writing, be less than
four months, and shall also be liable to fine.

XX XX XX

114. Penalty for entering area from which person has been directed to
remove himself.— Notwithstanding anything contained in section 61, any person
who, in contravention of a direction issued to him under sections 54, 55, 56 or 63
enters the area from which he was directed to remove himself, shall on conviction,
be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, but
shall not, except for reasons to be recorded in writing be less than six months, and
shall also be liable to fine.

XX XX XX

123. Penalty for causing disaffection, etc.— (1) Whoever intentionally
causes or attempts to cause, or does any act which he knows is likely to cause,
disaffection towards the Government established by law in India, among the
members of the police force, or induces or attempts to induce, or does any act
which he knows is likely to induce, any member of the police force to withhold his
services or to commit a breach of discipline shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to two
hundred rupees, or with both.

Explanation.—Expressions of disapprobation of the measures of the
Government with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful means, or of the
disapprobation of the administrative or other action of the Government, do not
constitute an offence under this section unless they cause or are made for the
purpose of causing or likely to cause disaffection.

(2) Nothing shall be deemed to be an offence under this section which is done
in good faith,—
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(a) for the purpose of promoting the welfare or interests of any member of
the police force by inducing him to withhold his services in any manner
authorised by law; or

(b) by or on behalf of any association formed for the purpose of furthering
the interests of members of the police force as such, where the
association has been authorised or recognised by the Government and
the act done is done under any rules or articles of the association which
have been approved by the Government.

(3) No court shall take cognizance of any offence under this section except

with the previous sanction, or on the complaint, of the District Magistrate.

(4) No court inferior to that of a magistrate of the first class shall try any
offence under this section.
(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter XXII of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898, no offence under this section shall be triable summarily.
XX XX XX

128. Prosecution for offences under other enactments not affected.—
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent any person from being prosecuted
and punished under any other enactment for any offence made punishable by this
Act or from being prosecuted and punished under this Act for an offence
punishable under any other enactment:

Provided that, all such cases shall be subject to the provisions of section 403
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898.

XX XX XX

176. Saving of games of skill.— For the removal of doubts it is hereby
declared that the provisions of sections 79 and 80 shall not be applicable to the
playing of any pure game of skill and to wagering by persons taking part in such
game of skill.

XX XX XX
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