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SOCIAL WELFARE SECRETARIAT
CIRCULAR
No: SWD 105 SAD 2013, Bangalore, dated : 08-04-2013.

SUB : Procedure for cancellation of false caste Certificates and taking criminal action and
termination of services in respect of Government employees and others-reg.

The process of taking final action against the persons obtained false caste certificates after due enquiry by the Directorate of
Civil Rights Enforcement Cell (DCREC) is getting delayed because of lack of clarity in the matter. The false caste certificates are
obtained for availing the reservation in Government service and admission in educational institutions and also for contesting elections
against the reserved seats. Therefore, it is felt necessary to prescribe the procedure for taking step wise action by all the concerned
officers and all the concerned officers are hereby directed to follow the procedure without fail.

THE PROCEDURE

STEP-1 :-

STEP-2 :-

STEP-3 :-

STEP-4 -

STEP-5 :-

STEP-6 :-

The complaints/petitions are made to Government/Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell/Commissioner, Social
Welfare Department/Director Scheduled Tribes Welfare Department etc. by any person against a particular person alleged
to have been taken the false caste certificate from the Tahasildar for getting the benefit of reservation etc. All such
complaints/petitions received should be forwarded to the Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell, Bangalore for detailed
enquiry.

On receipt of the complaints/petition, the Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell shall enter in the petition register by
giving specific number and take up the detailed enquiry through an officer not below the rank of Inspector. The enquiry shall
be done on the following two aspects. 1) False Certificate details 2) Whether, the procedure prescribed is followed or not by
the issuing authority.

The enquiry will be done on various aspects including the verification of the records in the Tahasildars office and school
records, place of residence etc. The enquiry officer will submit the report to the Additional Director General of Police, Civil
Rights Enforcement Cell along with the documents including the copy of the caste certificate with specific findings.
Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell may also initiate SUOMOTU enquiry in case of false caste certificate. The
Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell may use the software for proper maintaining of the case register of all cases in
order to find out each stage of the case. The Government will provide funds for development of software if not already there.

After enquiry report is received the Additional Director General of Police, Civil Rights Enforcement Cell will examine and
forward the report with his comments etc. to the District Verification Committee headed by the Deputy Commissioner of the
District for cancellation of the false caste certificate issued by the Tahasildar under intimation to the State Nodal Officer i.e.
Principal Secretary, Social Welfare Deparrtment. In all cases where the allegation is not proved, the Directorate of Civil
Rights Enforcement Cell may close the complaint under intimation to the Government in Social Welfare Department.

The District Verification Committee shall follow the procedure and principles of naturals justice etc., before cancellation by
giving proper opportunity to the person who obtain the false caste certificate. Of-course, the burden of the proof shall lies on
the caste certificate holder. The Committee shall also dispose the case within a reasonable time i.e., say within 2 or 3
months. The District Commissioner shall also look in to the procedural lapses committed by the issuing authority to take
further necessary action as per the provisions of Karnataka Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes and other Backward
Class appointment in reservation etc. Act 1990), Amendment of 2011.

The aggrieved person may file an appeal before the Commissioner, Social Welfare Department/Director, Scheduled Tribes
Welfare Department against the order of the District Commissioner. The appeal shall be dispose of within a reasonable time
under intimation to the concerned District Commissioner and the head of the Departments Additional Director General of
Police, Civil Rights Enforcement Cell, and State Nodal Officer, Bangalore.

The Deputy Commissioner/Commissioner Social Welfare Department/Director, Scheduled Tribes Welfare shall conduct an
enquiry and send the report of cancellation to the Head of the Department under intimation to Additional Director General of
Police. Civil Rights Enforcement Cell, Bangalore and State Nodal Officer, Bangalore, (Principal Secretary, Social Welfare
Department) of the concerned employee in who's case the cancellation is done for dismissal/termination of the concerned
employee for entering in the Government Service based on the false caste certificate under reservation quota. Even, cases
of promotion based on false caste certificates also attracts similar action. In case of Central Government Employees also
similar action to be taken by informing to the concerned head of the dept. (Civil Appeal No. 255 to 258 of 2004-Supreme
Court-L. Ushadevi V/s. Union of India and others) In case of other than Government employees, the concerned
institutions/organisations have to be informed to take action. However. In all cases the verification authorities have to inform
the Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell to file criminal cases and take further action. The Directorate of Civil Rights
Enforcement Cell have to file the criminal cases by filing the FIR. The Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell have to
utilize the services of the special advocates appointed by the Social Welfare Department to defend the cases before the
learned verification authorities and in the Hon’ble Courts.
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STEP-7 :- The head of the Department/Principal Secretary/Secretary to Government shall immediately take action against the
concerned employee by terminating/dismissing from Government service and also forfeit the benefits etc., under intimation
to Additional Director General of Police, Civil Rights Enforcement Cell and State Nodal Officer, Bangalore, Commissioner,
Social Welfare Department and Director, Scheduled Tribes Welfare Department, Bangalore. The Government or head of the
department who ever is competent to take action cantake action immediately. No need to serve any notice on the concerned
employee as article 311 of the constitution is not applicable in such cases. (Civil Appeal No. 89 and 90 of 2004 in the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in case of R. Vishwanatha Pillai V/s State of Kerala and others and V. Vimal Ghosh V/s. State of
Kerala and others). Obtaining any benefit of reservation based on false caste certificate is void and unlawful. The various
Head of the Department/Government Department. Need not refer the cases to Social Welfare Department for
opinion before termination.

STEP-8 :- In some cases it may be revealed in the enquiry by the Directorate of Civil Rights Enforcement Cell that the certificate is not
at all issued by the Tahasiladar. It means, the person must have forged the same etc. In such cases the Directorate of Civil
Rights Enforcement Cell may directly file the criminal case against the person concerned and proceed further of filing
charge sheet etc. The report has to be submitted to the Head of the Dept. of the Concerned person for his
termination/removal from the service.

STEP-9:- The DCRE Cell shall maintain the case records from the beginning to end for all statistical purpose. The criminal
proceedings and removal/termination of the dismissal from the service etc. are separate issues. Hence, simultaneous action
should be taken in all false caste certificate cases.

N. NARASIMHA MURTHY
Under Secretary to Government-2,
Social Welfare Department.
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