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"Accordingly, these writ petitions must partly succeed. The Challenge to the validity of Section 12
(2) (c) of the 1961 Act is negatived. Instead, that provision is being read down to mean that reservation
in favour of OBCs in the concerned local bodies can be notified to the extent that it does not exceed
aggregate 50 per cent of the total seats reserved in favour of SCs/STs/OBCs taken together. In other
words, the expression "Shall be" preceding 27 per cent occurring in Section 12 (2) (c), be construed
as "may be" including to mean that reservation for OBCs may be upto 27 per cent but subject to the
outer limit of 50 per cent aggregate in favour of SCs/STs/OBCs taken together, as enunciated by the
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constitution Bench of this Court. However, the impugned notifications/orders, dated 27/07/2018 and 14/
02/2020 and all other similar notifications issued by the State Election Commission during the pendency
of these Writ Petitions mentioning that the elections to the concerned local bodies were being held
subject to the out come of these writ petitions, are quashed and set aside to the extent of providing

reservations of seats in the concerned local bodies for OBCs".
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