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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road,
New Delhi 110 001, dated the 15th March, 2026

Order

No.3/4/1ID/2026/SDR/VOL.I.—Whereas, Section 61 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951
provides that with a view to preventing personation of electors, so as to make the right of genuine
electors to vote under section 62 of that Act more effective, provisions may be made by rules under
that Act for use of Electors Photo Identity Card for electors as the means of establishing their identity
at the time of polling; and

2. Whereas, Rule 28 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, empowers the Election
Commission to direct, with a view to preventing personation of electors and facilitating their
identification at the time of poll, issue of Electors’ Photo Identity Card to electors bearing their
photographs at State cost; and

3. Whereas, Rules 49H (3) and 49K (2) (b) of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, stipulate
that where the electors of a constituency have been supplied with Electors’ Photo Identity Card under
the said provisions of Rule 28 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, the electors shall produce
their Elector Photo Identity Card at the polling station and failure or refusal on their part to produce
those Elector Photo Identity Card may result in the denial of permission to vote; and

(2)
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4. Whereas, a combined and harmonious reading of the aforesaid provisions of the said Act
and the Rules, makes it clear that although the right to vote arises by the existence of the name in
the electoral roll, it is also dependent upon the use of the Elector Photo Identity Card, where provided
by the Election Commission at State cost, as the means of establishing their identity at the time of
polling and that both are to be used together; and

5. Whereas, the Election Commission made an Order on the 28th August, 1993, directing the
issue of Electors’ Photo Identity Card (EPIC) to all electors, according to a time bound programme;
and

6. Whereas, Electors’ Photo Identity Card have been issued to approximately 100% electors in
the States of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Puducherry, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Nagaland, Tripura and Gujarat; and

7. Now, therefore, after taking into account all relevant factors and the legal and factual
positions, the Election Commission hereby directs that for the current general election to the
Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and
bye-elections to 8 Assembly constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-I) to be notified
on 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026, all electors who have been issued EPIC are expected to
produce the EPIC for their identification at the polling stations before casting their votes. Those
electors who are not able to produce the EPIC shall produce one of the following alternative photo
identity documents for establishing their identity:—

(1) Aadhaar Card,;
(i1)) MGNREGA Job Card;
(i11) Passbooks with photograph issued by Bank/Post Office;

(iv) Health Insurance Smart Card issued under the scheme of Ministry of Labour/Ayushman
Bharat Health Card;

(v) Driving License;

(vi) PAN Card,;

(vii) Smart Card issued by RGI under NPR;
(viii) Indian Passport;

(ix) Pension document with photograph;

(x) Service Identity Cards with photograph issued to employees by Central/State Govt./
PSUs/Public Limited Companies;

(xi) Official identity cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs and

(xii)Unique Disability ID (UDID) Card, M/o Social Justice & Empowerment, Government
of India.

8. In the case of EPIC, clerical errors, spelling mistakes, etc. should be ignored provided that
the identity of the elector can be established by the EPIC. If an elector produces an EPIC which has
been issued by the Electoral Registration Officer of another Assembly Constituency, such EPIC shall
also be accepted for identification provided that the name of that elector finds place in the electoral
roll pertaining to the polling station where the elector has turned up for voting. If it is not possible
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E:

to establish the identity of the elector on account of mismatch of photograph, etc. the elector shall

have to produce one of the alternative photo documents mentioned in Para 7 above.

9. Notwithstanding anything in Para 7 above, overseas electors who are registered in the
electoral roll under Section 20A of the Representation of the People Act, 1950, based on the particulars

in their Indian Passport, shall be identified on the basis of their original passport only (and no other

identity document) at the polling station.

ANNEXURE-1
SI. No. Name of the State Number and Name of the AC
1. Maharashtra 223-Rahuri AC
2. 201-Baramati AC
3. Goa 21-Ponda AC
4, Karnataka 24-Bagalkot AC
5. 107-Davanagere South AC
6. Nagaland 28-Koridang (ST) AC
7. Tripura 56-Dharmanagar AC
8. Gujarat 111-Umreth AC
By Order,
S. B. JOSHI,
Principal Secretary.
AT IR-h-23—R
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WA featas =T

fatem 9, o™i s,
72 feet 110 001, T 15 9=, 2026

3T

. 3/4/3TEE1/2026 /THEIAR/HUS-1.—q: Tl Ufdfrere sfafem, 1951 #1 arT 61 % 7 Susfed 2 i
fat=rehi o AfqequT oAl fHaRUT 3 =i gfte W, T 3o AT =l &7 62 o 27eiH arefah fHat<ehi o1 3 Ta
T % SARIHR I IR AT FAT ST ST ok, A o T aiiwrehi st Tear GrAfeed e o e & &9 §
frraereht 3 for faferes T Tee oot o SHRINT 2 et 3 gRT SYs fohT ST ek €, e

2. 9 fataeht s FRgeRtor fem, 1960 =l fam 28 fHat=r STEnT &1, 39 gfte ¥ fo fatwreni @ afaedor
T TR 21 ek TN TS o I S+oh! g ohl TReT ST S Hoh, f-al=renl sl T4 o TN TR Tleigerd (ai=eh
TRIET-THT T ST o o T T < ol o1ferd WeT oheefl 7, 7

3. Iq:, Frat=ri o See R, 1961 6 FEm 49 51 (3) @49 € (2) (@) H 98 Susfd & for Sef foreht
et &t o frat=rent =l fataes Wfeaor W, 1960, & f7am 28 & 3o Suael & 270 fHaiaes hier Teem-
T feu U €, 95 at=eht ol TaeH s § 19T fateeh el Te=H-U3 fa@m=T 2 qei 39! 31 ¥ 3 fataes
HICT el Wit <Rl T e ST 1 fewar % erqmed 8 W S 0 e 31 1A 3 ¥ SRR R ST Uk €,
T

4. I, 3 AfafEm, IR i o STge SudH i feie Ud rHsRegul & H S ST 9§ 9 T
2Ia & o wreiftr o 37 o1 Siferehr fateres et # 1 o 2 9 € 2T €, Fe e STRIT gRT I 3 Al R,

HAGH o TH 3Th! T Y= T o A€ o &9 H Y& e T fHali=reh Hiel T8 93 o TN W off fsiX
AT S, TN ST <hT Teh AT WA 4T 21 8, e

5. 9., FEtEA ST U Geaag sk o STT9R 94t fat=eni o fHafees hiel teaH-u= £.47. 378 4.
STRY SR T ST T BT 28 3T, 1993 ol Ueh SIS SN fohall 7, e

6. I, 3TEH, I, AT, U= S, I, HERTE, T, hiesh, Aets, HIgRT qem ToRTd & T4t
T SIS 100% frrai=reht b1 fafeeh TIeT Te= U1 SR} R ST <ek €, e

7. T 319, A Helg TRenl a1 faftreh Ta qearaeh Reifadi 1, =8 3 1@ gu, e ST, Tagn, 98
fAgerIaT 2 o ferier 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 T 1R R ST a6t 379, 3, e,
T ST, TR ol faereTet o Hremo fatem T 6 T3t 1 8 faemras fatam et (eTge e 1% 3779R)
o 3 fai=ri o fora wii fat=rent, f512 fai=ren el T oo < fohu 71U &, & 21981 sl St @ foh & e <o
TR STOHT 7 STei 9 T8et 7T Tgai G ohid o 3791 (Hafweh el Tea 1= fo@mdi | TH faf=res S s1ae
eI TIeT e U TRd el o< UId €, S8 10T e TNfa shi o forq frfeifiad depfeaes et tem
SIS H H IS T TG Al S

(i) STER HTE,

(ii) AT ST HlE,

(iii) ST/ SToFERT SRT ST 5T T WICIgeR Ta,

(iv) 99 HATCT <l AT o SF=id STRT TaTEeT <A T 1S/ STTH TR 20 1
(v) e e,

(vi) FFFE,
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(vii ) TAGIR o Fafd STRSSTE §RT SR fohT T Wi e,
(viii) YR 9EUe,
(ix) TRICIgERT U TEATA,
(x) g / T TR / ek SUehH/Afse1eh feafies shufat gRT 3Ta HHwiRa sl STRY fohUT T hIerer
el g I,
(xi) Hiwar / faemaet / faer Rug et s < R T Rer Tee ), 3%
(xii ) gfer feaufaferel et (FEISTEET) IS, WM =14 Tel SRRl H3Terd, HRd TXhR |
8. TfUeh o Hae |, oieH WG, ac-i ohi 3Tf SNE bl ToRSTENST L ST ANMST LA Fareh hl Tedm
ufteh & gifaa =i 5T W | fE i s wId Teu 0 e war 7, S foh fRd o= e fafea-am &
f1erireh ol 1 STei & Hee i 3741 & 36 HaeM e ¥ Faifad frafres Trmreei H Suetsd 81 | 3fe B gete

& A B oh HROT {-1aeieh ol Te=- G hiT Se T 2l e {1 <l STjer T 7 H aftfe fopedt ush Jepfeden
ThICT SEATOST h g oheAT BT |

9. SR 7 ¥ foplt o % 2 g o, e frraitereht shT ST 31q e foault & SR W e wfaffee
stfafem, 1950 St &RT 209 % 31e e HTaferat # Siiehd €, Aaar g H Shdel S Jol TEuie (e g
T YETT 1A el ) o STER W &l Yg=iiT S|

AT deh-
HAY T &1 9 faam g fat= &1 & 9= U6 I
1. 223-Tgd fawfran
2. 201-9IRHdr fa @ f.8n.
3. e 21- Hier fawfa.an
4. i 24-9mTeAshie faa.f.80.
5. 107-gre=R eferor fa q.f.41.
6. ANTAE 28-hIIET (31575 fagfaa.
7. [ERRY 56-gm R fawf.er
8. TR 111-3me famfran

T,

. =Y. S,
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RUPENDRA DINESH MORE, PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD,
MUMBAI 400 004 AND PUBLISHED AT DIRECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATIONS,
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faHieRh Q4 T, R03E.

T, WifEdl O STAyaeh ShIadiE |Tet ST :-
2. foreTerart & foieet fHareue sifaerd, 7o / stfeear TR,
R. Tereureh frofar stferenidl, 2o 2 -SRI e weerREs.
3. Tersupe foig stferenidl, 23-TEH T Haeres.
¥. 3 fieeT Fasups i, Ior / ifeeriR.

. . IR,
37 Hie o 98 J&A fHereuh e,
HERTE T
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