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URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Mumbai 400 032,
Date 1st April, 2026.

NOTIFICATION
MounicipaL CouNciLs, NAGAR PANCHAYATS AND INDUSTRIAL TownsHIPS AcT, 1965.

No.MCO-2025/C.R.534/UD-14.— Whereas, it is expect further to amend the Maharashtra
Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats Election Rules, 1966, framat under the Maharashtra
Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial Township Act, 1965 (Mah. XL of 1965) for
the purpose of conduct of the election of Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats ;

And Whereas, the Government of Maharashtra is satisfied that circumstances exist which render
it necessary to take immediate action; and for that purpose to dispense with the condition of previous
publication thereof as required by sub-section (3) of section 321 of the said Act.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 17 and 321 of the Maharashtra
Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial Townships Act, 1965 (Mah.XL of 1965) and of
all other powers enabling it in that behalf, the Government of Maharashtra hereby, in consultation
with the State Election Commissioner, makes the following rules, further to amend the Maharashtra
Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats Election Rules, 1966 as follows, namely :—

1. These rules may be called the Maharashtra Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats
Election (Amendment) Rules, 2026.

2. In rule 16 of the Maharashtra Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats Election
Rules, 1966, for sub-rule (4), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely :(—

“(4) (1) The returning officer shall be thereafter publish the list of contesting candidates
in Form-VII by arranging the names of candidates in the following order:-

(a) First Group.— Candidates of the National Parties and the State-level Parties
in Maharashtra recognised by the Election Commission of India and registered with
the State Election Commission.

(b) Second Group.— Candidates of State-level Parties of other States recognised by
the Election Commission of India and registered with the State Election Commission.

(¢) Third Group.— Candidates of unrecognized political parties registered with
the State Election Commission.

(d) Fourth Group.— Independent candidates.

(i1) The names of candidates in each of the above groups shall be arranged in
alphabetical order in Marathi beginning with the surnames (in respect of candidates having
surnames) followed by their names and addresses as stated in the nomination papers.”.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

PRIYANKA KULKARNI-CHHAPWALE,
Deputy Secretary to Government.
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