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No. 21/Wad-08-05/2013-117—1In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 162 of
the Constitution of India, the Government of Bihar makes the following Rules to provide for
settlement of canal chat/land of Water Resources Department only for agricultural
purposes:-
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Bihar Canal Chat/Land Settlement Rules, 2016
1. Short title, extent and commencement - (1) These Rules may be called as the
"Bihar Canal Chat/Land Settlement Rules, 2016".

(2) It shall extend to the remaining all areas of the whole of the State of Bihar
save and expect such canal chat/Land of the Water Resources Department which have been
notified by the Government for afforestation and also such canal chat/land of the Water
Resources Department which are to be notified in future for afforestation.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Procedure of Settlement - (1) The settlement of canal chat/land will be made by
the department on the basis of lottery by the committee constituted for this purpose, for a
period of three years on a fixed rates.

(2) The members of the lottery committee will be as follows:-

(1) The concerned Executive Engineer -Chairman
(i) The concerned C.O/B.D.O. -Member
(i11))  The Mukhiya of the concerned Gram Panchayat -Member
(iv)  The Chairman of the concerned PACS -Member
v) The concerned Block Welfare Officer -Member

(3) The lottery will be opened in presence of the applicants and before the
committee on the pre-fixed date and place for which prior notice will be given to the all
concerned through different means.

(4) At the interval of three years, the Executive Engineer of the area shall make wide
publicity of availability of land for settlement and the terms and conditions of Settlement in
the concerned Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti as well as in the news papers published in
local language. Apart from that, he will also ensure pasting of prior notice for settlement of
the canal chat/land on the notice board of his office as well as on the notice board of all the
aforesaid local authorities, Sub-Divisional Officer, local police station/offices, local self
government and concerned Gram Sabha. A copy of such notice will also be sent to the local
M.P and M.L.A through registered post.

(5) The total area that is required to be settled along with contiguous villages will be
marked and then application will be taken from each village, canal area that is canal
adjoining to a nearby village.

(6) The lands will be settled to eligible applicant only in pockets of one acre, nothing
less and nothing more. In the event of any dispute, if the land could not be settled by the
concerned Superintending Engineer/Chief Engineer, the decision will be taken at the level
of the Department.

3. Eligibility for Settlement - (1) The persons of the following categories will be
competent/eligible to participate in the lottery for settlement who are the residents of village
in which canal chat/land is situated or are residents of Neighbouring villages within radius
of three miles :-

(a) Landless persons of all categories;

(b) The widow or legal heirs of retired military personnel or martyr who are
landless. The settlement will be made by providing reservation for socially
and economically backward communities up to maximum limit of 50%

(2) The settlement will be made to a person who, along with his immediate family,
has no land.

The term 'Family' means and includes father, mother, brothers and unmarried sisters.

(3) Once due publicity is made indicating the settlement amount, period and the
area, the applications will be accompanied by affidavits showing the eligibility of the
applicants and that they do not suffer from any disqualification.

(4) While making the settlement, first by the villagers of the vicinity will be taken
into account and only on coming none it may be extended to other Neighbouring villages
along the canal.

(5) If the applicant are larger in number to the available land, the matter will be then
decided amongst the eligible applicants by lottery in public.

4. Period of Settlement - (1) The settlement will be made only for a period of
three years non-renewable and persons/family having once received the settlement, will not
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get the settlement again unless there is any other eligible person is desirable to get
settlement.

(2) The settlement of canal chat/land will be made only for a period of three years on
the basis of financial year commencing from 1* April to 31% March.

(3) The settlement, which will be for a fixed period of three years, cannot be
transferred, alienated, inherited of encumbered in any manner by the settlee.

S. Use of Settled Land - (1) The settled land can only be used for agricultural
purposes.

(2) The sattled land shall not be used for any other activity except agricultural work
or it cannot be used for commercial purposes in any manner.

(3) No person shall be allowed to make any permanent construction or any damage
to the embankment in any manner rather they shall have a duty to ensure safety of the
embankment at their own cost.

(4) The settled lands should be inspected by the concerned Executive Engineer,
Superintending Engineer and Chief Engineer from time to time, and the settlement shall be
cancelled with immediate effect if the settled land is found being used by the settlee for any
other purpose.

6. Area of Canal Chat/Land prohibited for settlement - (1) The Environment
and Forest Department, Bihar shall have right to mark and notify any canal chat/land of the
Water Resources Department, Bihar for afforestatin as per the needs. Such canal chat/land
of the Water Resources Department, Bihar shall not be settled.

(2) The canal chat/land of the Water Resources Department, Bihar, which has been
declared reserved by the Environment and Forest Department, Bihar, will be handed over to
the said Department from time to time to achieve 15% target of green cover under
Agricultural Road Map approved by the State Government.

(3) Any departmental canal chat/land has been settled, such canal chat/land shall not
be re-settled and the period of settlement has be expired and preparing a list of such canal
chat/lands will be made available to the Environment and Forest Department, Bihar so that
afforestation may be made by the said department on such canal chat/lands.

7. Other Requirements - (1) The persons interested to participate in the settlement
process by way of lottery shall have to deposit 10% of the prefixed rent as earnest money in
the office of the concerned Executive Engineer of the Water Resources Department two
days before the date of lottery. Such successful applicant, who has deposited 10% amount of
the fixed total rent as earnest money, shall have to deposit the remaining 90% of the fixed
total in two installment within the time limit. Successful applicant shall have to deposit 50%
of the fixed total rent within 5 days and remaining 40% within 15 days of the date of lottery.
If successful applicant fails to deposit such amount in time, his earnest money shall be
forfeited. The earnest money deposited by unsuccessful applicants shall be returned to them
soon after the lottery.

(2) The Police Officer of the local police station shall remain present at the time of
settlement to prevent any type of unwarranted activity.

(3) If the land is situated in extremists affected zone and there has been history of
unwarranted activities, the concerned Executive Engineer will make available full details
thereof to the Chief Engineer as well as the Department and giving prior information to the
settlement shall be made with assistance of the local police station and District
administration in that particular areas, concerned District Magistrate and the Superintendent
of Police, management of.

(4) Under the provisions of e-governance, all the activities on the date of settlement
will be recorded through video recording and that will be preserved in the compact disk
(C.D.) and a copy of the C.D. shall be sent to the concerned authorities of the Department.

(5) Allotment letter relating to the settlement shall be issued by the concerned
Executive Engineer to the person having settlement and it will be the duty of the Executive
Engineer to preserve all the documents/record of the settlement in the safe custody of his
office.

(6) The Executive Engineer shall send a copy of the allotment letter to the concerned
authorities of the Department as soon as may be possible.
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(7) It will essential to mention all the term and conditions of the settlement in the
settlement letter according to the settlement Rules.

(8) The rent receipts shall be issued essentially by the Executive Engineer annually
and its information will be given to the the concerned authorities of the Department.

(9) It will be prohibited essentially that the rent receipt for total period of two or
three years settlement shall be issued simultaneously in one financial year.

(10) The Chief Engineer will get verified the genuineness of the documents
submitted by the applicants relating to necessary eligibilities related to the settlement within
one month with the assistance of the office of the issuing authority. If any untrue or
manipulation is found in them, the settlement shall be cancelled immediately and such
settlee shall be prohibited for future settlements. The amount deposited by him shall also be
forfeited.

(11) If any dispute arises with respect to the settlement (including rent receipt), the
higher authority will be informed immediately for obtaining his proper guidance.

(12) The State Government shall have right to cancel the settlement and to resume
possession of the settled land at any time subject to payment of compensation for any
standing crop and no more.

8. Determination of Rent for Canal Chat/Land - (1) The settlement of canal
chat/land shall be made at uniform rate of rent which will be revised at the fixed intervals.
Rate of rent for settlement of canal chat/lands will be determined/revised on the basis of
annual increase of 10% over the base rate fixed by the State Government.

9. Repeals :-"'Bihar Canal Chat/Land Settlement Rules, 2010" issued by the Water
Resources Department vide notification no. 21/wad-8-1/2006-276 dated 13-07-2010 shall be
deemed to be repealed with effect from the date of commencement of these Rules.

By order of the Governor of Bihar,
. ARUN KUMAR SINGH,
Principal Secretary to the Government.
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